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SIR, 
q 8 I have read with ſingular pleaſure your Expoſis 


tion upott the travels of the children of 1 
and as it contains a defcription of the ttials and 
triumphs of the Chriftian, I therefote think it would be 
ferviceable to the children of God, printed in 4 
ſmall pamphlet by itfelf, in which reſpect it may be uſe- 
ful to many who cannot obtain your whole expoſition. 
Shall I therefore beg the favour to gather your thoughts 
upon this ſubject and reprint them under the T1TLE of 
the CHRISTIAN PiroRIM, for the benefit of a miniſ- 
ter's widow in low circumſtances ; and more efpecially 
for the encouragement of the faith and hope of 
children of God, who are under great trials and tribu« 
lations in their heavenly journey, who are ſtrangers, ſo- 


Journers, as all their fathets were, followers of the Lamb, 


and declare plainly that they ſeek a country, namely, an hea- 
venly one, and are coming up from the wilderneſs lean- 


ing upon their beloved. It is the comfort of theſe my 
mind principally aimeth at in this requeſt, 
From your humble Seryant, 
| Bunhill-Row, A. B, 
Q#. 10, 1765. 


The Author's anſwer to the foregoing requeſt, 
SIR, 


| IF you think that any thoughts of mine may be ſerviceable 


to the Children of God, in the encouragement of 
their ſouls Zion-wards, you are welcome to them, and 
to reprint them under what TITLE you pleaſe, 

And may the Holy Ghoſt bleſs ue good intention 
for the reviving and inlivening the faith of the children 
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of God in their heavenly journey, which faith ic 2 


fiving or vital principle of ſpiritual life from Chriſt, as 
the Author, and centers in Chriſt's PERSON, righteouſneſs 
and reſurrection as the OBJECT, and lives upon him as 
its life, flrength, and enjoyment, as its reft, portion, and 
peace: Likewiſe it derives-all- its power of actuation 
and exerciſe from Chriſt's preſence, fulneſs, and un- 


ſearchable riches ; that the power of faith .may be 


moreknown, and the ADORABLE OBJECT of faith more 
loved, and the beauties of holineſs more ſhine in all the 


tribes of Iſrael; J mean in the ſpiritual travellers to glory 
the 


that they may abound in hope, through the power o 
Holy Gh, is, and ſhall be, the Leu. edi 4 
-— - or men, | 

3 and their ſervant in the Lord, 
Morſbip- Street, 55 J. A, 
62. 14, 1765. a 71 
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E DI T Oo R. 1 
PREFACE. 


Dear Reader, 
T* deſign of the author in this ſhort treatiſe, 


is not to explain the hiſtorical or geographical 
difficulties that may appear in the travels of the 
children of Jrael through the wilderneſs of ARABIA; 
but particularly to give the ſpiritual import and meaning 
thereof, as a lively EMBLEM of the many troubles, trials, 
dangers, and diſtreſs, deliverances and mercies which the 
Chriſtian meets with in his ſpiritual journey to the hea- 
venly CANAAN. | A, 
And as it was the pleaſure of the mot high Gon to re- 
veal himſelf to us, under thoſe names, characters, and 
appellations, which are full, expreſſive, and ſignificative 
his ESSENTIAL glories, PERFECTIONS, . and DIVINE 
EXCELLENCIES, namely, by his name ELomim, which 
is a name of perfection, and fignifies to worsniP or 
adore. Rabbi, Solomon ſays, it ſignifies THREE IN ONE. 
Likewiſe in his name JeHov AH, which has ſuch eauttes, 
depths, and fulneſs intheHebrew that cannot be expreſſed, as 
it ſignihes all perfections, glories, and excellencies, {erenifling 
in God, as the Being 1 beings, having all glories eſſen- 
tially in his nature: So his name I am.—EL SAD 
DAI.—ADONAL—JAH ELOAH.—ELION, they all ſet 
forth the glories of Fehovah's being, above all other be- 
ings as his memorial for ever. See theſe names explained at 
—_—— Author'snotes number q. Spiritual Expofition. 
n like manner it hath been the Lord's pleaſure to re- 
veal and expreſs his love to his people, in a way of re- 
+1 | demption, 


( vi 


) 


demption, by the ſacred names of the great REDEEMER 


in Hrael. As his name the Mess1aH, which ſignifies the 


Lord's anointed, and denotes Chriſt's mediatorial fulneſs, 


undtion, oil of gladneſs, and ſupply of the ſpirit, flowing 
from him as the head of life to the church; His name IE- 
sus, which ſignifies the Lord's ſalvation, and denotes 


that Chriſt is ſent ſealed and authoriſed as the Lord's ſal- 
vation for the people; His name TMMANUEL, which 
figniſies God with us, which denotes Chriſt's willingnefs 
to ſave us, ſupport us, ſtrengthen and relieve as God 


in our nature, There are likewiſe Chriſt's metaphorical 


names, as he is called the Shilob of the people, the ſcepter 


of Hrael, the reck of ages, the corner-/lone,, the fountatinn 

Zion, the roje of Sharon, the lily of the valley, thetree 

of life, the plant of renown, the fun of , the 
Tired. - + 


Morning ſtar, the light of 2 and the ſhepherd of 
And as theſe names of Chr 
2 falnefs, fuitablenefs, and preciouſneſs to his 


iſt are figurative of his glo- 
people; 


are the travels of the children of Iſrael from Egypt 


to Canaan, figurative of the Chriſtian's journey to that 
reft that remains fer the people of God, in the ſame ſenſe 


as the tabernacle, the ark, the mercy-ſeat, the Urim and 


Thummim, the altar of facrifice and of incenſt, and the 
high-prieſt entering into the holy of holes with blood 


were all fgures of Chriſt. And as the Author's 


thoughts are not only eaſy and familiar, but fingular, as 
no. Expoſitor that ever wrote on the bible has ever before 
thus explained the travels of Iſrael through the wilder- 
neſs, I was the more deſirous of the favour to have 

them ſpread for further uſefulneſs. Indeed the Author's. 


thoughts are fengular to himſelf in moſt reſpects, yet do 
Eo. dents differ from the great Dr. Goodtoi n, Mr. 


Chaney, Mr. Thy, Dr. Gill and Mr. Brine; except it he 
in the efſential glory of Chriſt's divine perſon, and 
his glory as mediator; in both reſpects, I own, 
that his arguments appear to exalt the Lord Je- 


ſus greatly, and are ſtriking and convincing, wires . 
r —.— objectiom, if we conſider the eflencial 


appea 
names of the Lord. Fefus, which is exprefied Exod 
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( vii | 

14. I AM that I AM; ver. 15- This is my name for um. 
Which name denotes the 2ſexce of God, and is derived 
from the ſame root as the name IHOVAH, and it implies 
God's eternity, immutability, and gens ; 
for it ſigniſies to /e/f-exi/?, which are the peculiar eha- 
racters of the Deity, and as Chriſt applies this glorious 
name to himſelf, John viii. 58, it not only ſhews that 
he was the angel that ſpake to Moſes, but that all the 
lories of the Deity are eſſential to him. Now, Dear 
er, canſt thou think that this divine perſon, whoſe 


name ſignifies to BE eſſentially, to ex;/? eternally, was, 


in his divine perſon, begotten, canſt thou bare to en- 
tertain ſuch low thoughts of thy dear Lord ? I frankly 
own I dare nat, and am amazed to think that any who 
love the dear Lord Jeſus dare think ſo low of him, p 

There is likewiſe his eſſential name JeHoy an, Exod. 
vi. 3. which name is ſo full, ſignificatiye, and expreſ- 
ſive, that it doth as it were, ſum up all his infinite glo- 
ries, perſecions, and excellencies in one name, as it is 
a name ariſing from his glorious nature, Plalm Ixxxiii. 
18. denoting that he doth sEL-EXIST, without any be- 
ginning or period. As the word comes from the root 
hajah or havah, which ſignifies that all Jehovah's per- 
fections or glories hath being or exiſtence in himſelf, 
which the name Jehovah imports, as it comes from haw 
vah, he was, of he, he is, of F, he will be, And as 
this name is applied to the Lord Jeſus, Jer, xxiii. 6. it 
evidently proves that his divine perſon is eſſential, un- 
derived, and wnbegatten, And it muſt argue a perſon of 
weak underſtanding in the ſcriptures, or greatly im- 
poſed upon by tradition, to believe that Chriſt in his divine 
perſon was begotten ; but that is not the worſt, for the 
very idea deſtroys the proper Deity, eternity, and ef. 
ſential glory which is due to his name JEHovan, I juſt 
—— this hint that believers in Jeſus may think more 
high and exalted of his name. And as the Author's 
ideas thus exalts the eſſential glories of Chriſt, fo are 


his thoughts upon Chriſt's mediatorial glory as the > /on 


Gad. For ſatisfaction on both theſe points, ſee the Au. 
| ; thor, 
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to mount Zion, the city of our God, and are coming up 


end may the Lord bleſs my humble aim. 


| ( viii ) 
thor's Chain of Truth, or Compendium of Experience ; 


likewiſe his Goſpel-Standard (printed for Mr. Fohnſon, 
in Pater-ne/ter-Row) wherein the point is ſo clearly fet- 
tled and ſatisfactorily handled, that ſince I have read 


them, I don't wonder at what I have heard, viz. That 
the Author had a preſent of gold ſent him by a gentle- 
man, for a ſingular ſatisfaction that his Goſpel-Standard 
afforded him. And another gentleman of note came 
perſonally to return him thanks for the ſame. 75 
And theſe glories are ſet forth in his ſpiritual expoſition 


upon 'the bible, which makes it ſo ſingularly deſirable, as 


therein we have many texts explained, reſpecting the eſſen- 
tial and mediatorial glories of Chriſt, with ſuch clearneſs, 


ſpirituality, and ſatisfaction, that we have not in * other 
es ee his 


expoſition written in any Language whatever. 
firſt, twelfth, and thirteenth numbers, likewiſe — 4 
Axth and thirty-firſt, that if others, like Job's words, 
deſerve to be engraven in the rack and in lead for ever, 
theſe in LETTERSOFGOLD: Which made a gentleman ob- 
ſerve, © Though a kind providence had bleſſed him with 
< ſupplies for his children, yet he thought the beſt _— 
© cy he could leave each of them, was a ſet of the ſpi- 
ritual expoſition upon the bible.” | 

And in this Chriſtian Pilgrim the reader has a ſpecimen 


of the Author's thoughts, which are chiefly gathered out 


of his works, and peculiarly intended by the Editor for the 
comfort of the mourner, the ſtrengthning of the 
weak, and ſupport of the feeble that are travelling 


from the wilderneſs, leaning on their beloved, for which 
A.B. 
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Children of ISRAEL fpiritualized; 


as recorded NUMBERS XXX111, 

ut | | 

HESE are the journeys of the children of 

Iſrael, which went forth out of the land of 

Egypt, with their armies under the hand of Mos 
ſes and Aaron. | | | 

2 And Moſes wrote their goihgs out according 

to their journeys, by the commandment of the 

Lord : and theſe are their journeys, according 
to their goings out. 


2 oft 14.» 1 
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Ver 1. As the Holy Ghoſt ſtiles the children of 
Iſrael the church in the wilderneſs, Acts vii. 38. ſo theix 
Journeyings were a lively figure of the various movings, 
viciſſitudes, and journeyings of the children of God 
through the wilderneſs of this world to that reſt that 
remains for the people of God. And as they went 
forth in their journeys under the hands of Moſes and 
Aaron, it may be figurative of the Chriſtian's walk or, 
ſpiritual journey under the law, prefigured by Moſes, 
| B 


not 


4 
not as a rule for life, but as a rule of his walk and 
his loye to the law of God after the inward man : Like- 
wiſe of his ſpiritual journey to heaven under the bleſſings 
of the blood of atonement, prefigured by Aaron ; as 
"nh was a type of Chriſt, and Moſes a figure of the 
And here let it be remarked, that God led the people about, 
through the way of the wilderneſs, Exod. xiii. 18. Which 
was a lively figure of the diſpenſation of divine providence 
and grace. Foe we are ready to think that when the 
children of God are in diſtreſs, it is for want of care 
and prudence ; ſo we may fay the children of Iſrael 
went through needleſs diſtreſſes: But ſhall any dare to 
ſay ſo, when it is ſaid that God led them about through the 
way of the wilderneſs ? In like manner there is not a 
diſtreſs, trouble, ſorrow, or want, that the .children of 
God are in, but is by the Lord's” appointment. And 
though the nations round were not in ſuch diſtreſs, yet 
Iſrael was vaſtly happier in all their wants than the na- 
tions round them were, as they had God to be their 
guide; and though their journey was round about, yet 
they had their God with them in all the way which the 
went. Hence let the Chriſtian obſerve, That though 
the Lord leads thee about through the way of the wilder- 
neſs, perhaps thy ſoul, like Iſrael, 7s e becauſe o 
the way, which is ſo dark, ſo trying, that thou art ready 
to give up all hope; thou art ſo tried in circumſtance 
that thou knoweſt not what to do, and ſo tried in ſoul 
that thou refuſeth to-be comforted, yet remember the 
Lord will ſurely bring thee to Canaan ; and that there 
is no other way for thee to go to heaven but the way 
thou art in, which is the Lord's ſafe way to the city of 
habitation; thou mayeſt think of an eaſier way and a 
ſhorter way, as it was but a ten days journey through 
the land of the Philiſtines to Canaan, but the Lord 
thinks of this way for thee, and therefore it is the beſt 
way, for he dbes all things well ; therein are ſuch 18 
of wiſdom, love, power, and faithfulneſs, Which Fir d 
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conduct from a principle of life, and as an evidence of 
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David to them; that it was a right way to 


ſong for ever new, 


RS 
ſhine in no other way but the way which the Lord 
chooſeth. Indeed our journey to heaven is near; it 
is only paſſing over the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
and we are then landed in glory. Vet it is the Lord's 
pleaſure to keep us long in the wilderneſs, that cove- 


nant- grace may ſhine in a variety of ways, according 10 


the counſel of his own will, Eph. i. 11. 


Ver. 2. And theſe are their journeys, according 19 
their goings out.] From place to place, from one reſi- 
dence to another, till they came to the land of Ca- 
naan. This was a lively hain of the many journeys, 
changes, and viciſſitudes, which the children of God 


"paſs through, in their wilderneſs-journey to their heaven- 
ly Canaan : And as Moſes wrote their journeys at the 


commandment of the Lord; the Hebrew renders it, from 
the mouth of the Lord; the Chaldee, according to the word 


_ the Lord ; that they might review them, and remem- 


r them with. all the wonders that the Lord wrought 


for their deliverance when they were come to the land 


of Canaan, it may render it a lively figure of the book 


or records of divine providence, with all the wonders of 
-mercy and deliverances that God has wrought for his 
people. Theſe are kept and reſerved for the ſaints 
remembrance and reviewing in glory, when thoſe jour- 
neys ſhall be open in all their glory and beauty, then 


the ſaints ſhall ſee why they had ſuch a trouble, ſuch a 
ſorrow, ſuch a trial, why their afflictions were ſo great, 
their journey ſo long, and their wilderneſs-path fo 
thorny ; then they ſhall ſee that it was all in mercy, all 


in mercy to them; that there was not a trial but what 


was a key in Chriſt's hands to unlock the ＋ * mercies of 
ring them to a 


city of habitation. And as theſe journeys were wrote for 
the children of Iſrael to wonder at, to review and ad- 
: mire, ſo will the wonders of providence be the matter 
of the ſaints joy and admiration in heaven, and create a 


B 2 Si Ver, 
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aſunder, blotting out of evil, it might alſo be typical of 


Py 


Ver. 3. The children of Iſrael went out with an 
bigh hand in the fight of the Egyptians.} That is, with 
ſpirit, courage, and fortitude, harneſſed, Exod. xiti. 18, 
which is figurative of the Chriſtian going forth in the 
ways of the Lord with faith and fortitude, with cou- 
rage and boldneſs, in the face of all his enemies, when 
the high hand, that is, when the arm of omnipotence is 
his ſtrength, and God is his guide; or it may denote 
the holy courage of the ſoul through grace to leave his 


| 1 ſtate, when he ſees his miſery by fin, 


the way of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Ver. 4. —— Upon their Gods alſo the Lord executed 


| Judgments.) Doubtleſs they fell as the idol god Dagon 


before the ark. The Jews *© ſay, that their molten idols 
© became ſoft, their ſtrong idols mutilated, their wooden 


idols became aſhes, and their idols of beaſts died :* In 


which reſpect it may be figurative of the Lord's making 
all idols fall before the power of his grace in the de- 
liverance of his people: for as the Ifraelites were in 


Egypt addicted to worſhip theſe idols, ſo in order to 
take away their hearts from them, and to ſhew the 
glory of omnipotence, the Lord executed his judgments 
upon them; and thus the Lord in a way of grace flays 


our idols, that he may ſhew his ſovereign power in 


taking away our hearts from them: Ephraim ſhall ſay, 
What have I to do any more with idols? Hoſea xiv. 18. 


Ver. . And the children of Iſrael removed from 


Rameſes, and pitched in Succoth.] Obſerve, firſt, The 


children of Iſrael came from Egypt, which ſignifies 
anguiſb or tribulation ; in which reſpect it was figurative 
of the ſoul's deliverance from the anguiſh of fin and 
-guilt lying upon the mind, and the tribulation of ſpi- 
ritual bondage ariſing from the conſciouſneſs of guilt 
before God. And as the firſt rendezvous or gathering 


together was at Rameſes, which ſignifies thunder, broken 


the 
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. 
the ſoul's firſt reſidence or flying to the law under the 
anguiſh of fin in the mind; and as —_— ſignifies 
thunder, fo it may figure forth the thunders of mount 
Sinai, or the thundering curſes and condemnation that 
ariſe from the breaches of the law of God, Gal. iii. 10. 
hence called a fiery law, and the miniftration of death, 
2 Cor. iii. 7. Obſerve, — As it ſignifies bro 
ten aſunder, it may denote the ſoul's being broken off 
from fin, in the — of it, from ſinful gratifications 
and ſinful companions. Obſerve, thirdly, As it ſigni- 
hes bhlotting out of evil, it may be figurative of the deſire 
df the poor awakened ſinner, to have the guilt of ſin 
blotted out of the book of God's remembrance, that it 
might not appear againſt him; out of the book of His 
own conſcience, that it might not accuſe him, or Satan 
diſtreſs him. He may likewiſe deſire to have them 
blotted out by redeeming blood and love, that he may 
2 God with joyful lips. And as the children of 
ſrael pitched in Sucroth, (eight miles from Rameſes, 
and one hundred and ſeventy- four from Jeruſalem, ) and 
as Succoth ſignifies @ tent, or protection- covering, ſo it 
may be figurative of the church's taking up her tent or 
reſidence beneath the covering of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
and the protection of his perſon, blood, and love, as her 
ſafe retreat from the thunder of the broken law; or 
it may figuratively denote, that all the perfections and 
promiſes of God are engaged for the ſafety of that ſoul, 
that has fled for refuge to lay hold on Chriſt, the only 
hope ſet before it for ſalvation. [End of the firſt jour» 


ney. ] 


Ver. 6. —— Ind pitched in Etham.|] Which was 
eight miles from Succoth, and was upon the edge of 
the wilderneſs, Exod. xiii. 20. The name ErHAM 
ſignifies perfection, ſincerity, great, and flrong ; in which 
reſpect it may be figurative of the ſoul's pitching or 
taking up its dwelling in the perfection of God's love, 
in the 18 lory, and immenſity thereof; hence 
it is ſaid, that he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in Gad, as 

he 


1 
he dwells in all the boundleſs love of IEHO vA as the reſi- 
dence and dwelling place of his ſoul; as it is his fixed 
abode, his reſt and center for ever: Or it may denote 
the perfection of ſafety and ſecurity in the favour of 
God, and the covering righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; and as 
it likewiſe ſignifies ſincerity, it may point out the ſincere 
delight the gracious ſoul takes in the love of God, as it 
is a diſplay of the perfection of his nature; and in the 
ways of God, as it is a revelation of his will and the 
accompliſhment of ſalvation through the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt. And as the word ſignifies /frong, it may 
point out that frength, ardour, and fervency of love the 
ſoul finds in its firft eſpouſals to Chriſt ; then the 
glories of his name, the ſweetneſs of his preſence, and 
the preciouſneſs of his promiſes engage the ſoul for God, 


with ardency, fervour, and zeal. End of the ſecond 


Journey. ] 


Ver. 7. And turned again unto Pi- habiroth, which 
s before Baal-zephon : and they pitched before Migdol.] 
Migdol was fixteen miles farther, and one hundred and 
fixty miles ſouthward from Jeruſalem. P:i-hahiroth fig- 
nifies a place 5 Araits, or the e of mountains, as 
alſo a mouth of liberties. Baal-zephon fignifies an idol or 
hidden one, ſuppoſed to be an idol-god of the Egyptians, 
as Baal-pcor was an idol of the Moabites, Numb. xxv. 
3. This idol was ſet there to watch ſuch as ran away, 
as zephon ſignifies to obſerve or watch, whom the Egyp- 
tians vainly thought had power to ſecure thoſe that ran 
away from them. Migdol denotes a tower C4 greatneſs, 
ſuppoſed to be a caſtle or garriſon of the Philiſtines ; 
and the children of Iſrael turning this way, Pharaoh 
king of Egypt well knew that they were in a place of 
ſtraits, therefore he ſaid, Exod. xiv. 2. They are in- 
tangled in the land, the wilderneſs hath ſhut them in. The 
word ſignifies they are perplexed with wandering, like 


ſheep that are loſt, Therefore he purſued them, and 


overtakes them in this place of ſtraits, ſee Exod, xiv. 
9. All which renders it a lively emblem of the church 
5 * and 
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and people of God: Firſt, that they may be in great 
ſtraits even when they walk agreeably to his will; for 
it was at the Lord's command that they encamped be- 
fore Pi- habiroth, Exod. xiv. 2. yet the ſtraits and the 
diſtreſs of the people were great, Exod. xiv. 10. Aud 
they were ſore afraid, and the children of Iſrael cried unto 
the Lord: becauſe their diſtreſs was ſo great that it could 
not well be greater : 'They were invironed in forrow 
and diſtreſs, in a mouth of mountains that were in- 
acceſſible on the right hand and on the left; there was 
Baal-zephon the idol-god and Migdol the Egyptian 
tower to ſecure them, a devouring army behind them, 
and an overflowing ſea before them ; well may they be 


fore 22 Thus the Lord in his providence leads his 


people into ſo great ſtraits and difficulties, that if om- 


nipotence, grace, and power, did not appear for them, 


they muſt periſh : But lo, in the mountain of ſtraits the 
God of mercy is near. If this be thy caſe, that thou art 


brought in providence to pitch at P:i-hahiroth, a place 


of ſtraits, (that is, ſtraits of body and ſtraits in ſoul, 
ſtraits in providence and ftraits in grace,) and like the 


children of Iſrael, who were ſo incloſed in trouble that 


they could make no eſcape either by flight or by retreat ; 
for on the right-hand and on the left-hand were inac- 
ceſſible mountains, before them a devouring ſea, and 
behind them a purſuing and a deſtroying army—Suppoſe 
this to be thy caſe, that thou art in the greateſt ſtraits, 
ready to be ſwallowed up, and that there ſeems to be no 
eſcape for thee ; yet remember the Lord leads thee by a 
right way, by the path thy forefathers have trod ; that 
he brought Noah and Abraham, Jacob and Joſeph, 
Job and David, Paul and Peter, and a number that no 


man can number he brought ſafe through great ſtraits : 


Theſe are they who came out of great tribulations, and have 
waſhed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb, Rev. vii. 14. 

- Obſerve, ſecondly, That Pi-habiroth ſignifies not 
only a place of aits, but a mouth of liberty : Thus it 
was wonderfully ſo to the children of Iſrael, as they 
Cath Were 


n | 
E made to ſland flill and ſee the ſalvation of the Tord: 


berty was opened for them in the very mouth of ſtraits, 


and a path of ſalvation in the depths of the fea, Thus 
the Lord will appear for his people both as a God of 
providence and as a God of grace, when they are in 
ftraits for want of a friend, for want of ſupplies and 
neceſſary comforts in life, when they are in ftraits for 
their ſoul, reſpecting the want of faith, hope, life, and 
love: Therefore let the Chriſtian remember that the 
greater are his ſtraits, the nearer is delivering mercy. - : 

Obſerve, thirdly, Moſes was ftrong in faith when 
Iſrael was deeply diſtreſſed with fears; as he evidently 
faw that the arm of that God which had wrought won- 


ders was not ſhortened; and that if a miracle could 


deliver Iſrael, Iſrael ſhould not be loſt; therefore in 
faith, and by the ſpirit of inſpiration and propheſy, he 
ſaid by way of comfort to the trembling Iſraelites, 
Stand ſtill, and ſee the ſalvation of God. For as men, 
when they are about to pour precious liquor into a veſ- 
ſel, will have the veſſel held ſtill, ſo when God is about 
to pour ſalvation ſtreams into the veſſels of mercy, he 
will have them held ſtill, not fluctuating and toſſing, but 
fill, that they may admire his power, faithfulneſs, and 
kindneſs, whoſe mercy endureth for ever. © 


Per. 8. —— And paſſed through the midſt of the ſea.} 
Which was one hundred and ſixty miles ſouth of Jeru- 
falem. The children of Iſrael's paſſing through the 
Red-ſea was a lively figure of the foul's redemption, 
ſafety and triumph, by the precious blood of the lamb, 
As the opening of the Red-fea, for Iſrael's ſalvation, 
was wonderful and unthought of: It is thought to have 
been eight miles wide: Dr. Owen ſays fix leagues : In 
which reſpect it was an eminent type of the unthought 
of love in preparing and ordaining ſuch a glorious 
aſſage-way of ſal vation, through the deep ſea of the 
JAVIOUR's DEATH; for who among men or angels 
could ever have thought that the glory of Iſrael, their 
God, that was their guide, was to be incarnate ; that 
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his heart was to be pierced, and his precious blood be- 
come the ſtreams of ſalvation, and his ſacred perſon, 
death, and ſacrifice ſhould be the paſſage- way to glory 
The new and living way conſecrated for us through the vail, 
that a to ſay, his fleſh, O boundleſs, O unutterable 

race . 
F Hence obſerve, firſt, That as this great deliverance 
is aſcribed to the Lord, the Lord ſaved Iſrael out of the 
hands of the Egyptians, that is, the means and miracles 
which he had appointed, he made effeQtual by his pow- 
er ; ſo by the miracles. of mercy, and the means - of 
pr which he has ordained, by his almighty power 
e accomplifheth the ſalvation of his choſen, as falva- 
tion is the conſummation of pure grace. . 5 
. Obſerve, ſecondly, That as the Red- ſea delivered 
Iſrael from the fears and diſtreſs of Pharaoh's army; fo 
the precious blood of Jeſus delivers the ſoul, that walks 
therein by faith, from thoſe boundleſs fears of wrath 
and condemnation ariſing from guilt, and a conſeiouſ- 
neſs of its tranſgreſſions againſt God, —Thirdly, The 
children of Iſrael ſeeing the waters were divided, it 
encouraged them to go through. So the ſoul ſeeing 
that Jeſus has died to fave finners, that his blood flows 
to ſave them, that a way is opened through his death for 
ſalvation, that he is authoriſed and ſtands engaged by 
promiſe to ſave to the uttermoſt, this encourages the 
ſoul to venture into ſalvation-ſtreams by faith. Fourth- 
9 The ſea did not only deliver Iſrael from their fears, 
dur from the army itſelf; it overwhelmed them, for. 
they ſunk as lead in the mighty waters, there remained 


not fo much as one of them, Exod. xiv. 28. So the blood 


of Jeſus does not only deliver the ſouls from fears of 
wrath, but from the cauſe of wrath, which is fin it-, 
felf, as it cleanſeth from all fin, purifieth the heart, and 
purges the conſcience from dead works ; for Chriſt appeared, 
fays the apoltle, to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf 3 
and ſays the prophet, He hath made an end of in ; for as 
Pharaoh's hoſt ſunk as lead in the mighty waters, ſo al 


sur mountainous fins are ſunk, buried, and Joſt in eter- 
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fiction the young Chriſtian is firſt called to drink of, 


({ 10 

nal oblivion in the blood of Feſus. Thou wilt caft all their 
ns into the depths of the ſca, Micah vii. 19. The iniquity 
of Iſrael fhall be fought for, and there ſhall be none; and the 
fin of Fudah, and it ſpall not be found, Jer. J. 20. 

Into the wilderneſs.) And therein it was a 
lively emblem of the Chriſtian's paſſing through the 
Red-ſea of redemption by the blood of the Lamb 


into a wilderneſs of fears, diſtreſſes, trials, and tribu- 


lations, for they 2went three days in the wilderneſs. Note, 
while the ſweetneſs and favour of ſalvation is upon the 
mind, the Chriſtian is in a joyful frame: but when the 
ſenſation, ſweetneſs, power, and glory of this ſalvation 
is withdrawn, then how ſoon is he in the wilderneſs of 
fears, leſt he ſhould have been deluded, and that his joy 
had not been real, and leſt his ſalvation after all may 
not be ſure. Hence learn, my foul, to ſee thy ſafety, 
though thou mayeſt be led through redeeming blood and 
love into-a wilderneſs of diſtreſs and fears : See, this is the 


way thy fore-fathers. trod. [End of the third jour- 


ney.] 


And pitched in Marah.] Which ſignifies bitter- 
neſſes, Obſerve, that delivering mercy does not prevent 
returning trials, and a ſoul that now may eryoy a ſweet 
ſenſation of the love of God, may expect returning. 
tribulations; for here Iſrael finds a fore trial and great 
affliction. , As they had juſt been rejoicing in deli- 
vering mercy, and finging Jehovah's praiſe, but now 
ready to die for thirſt; as the parching ſands beneath 
their feet, and the ſcorching beams over their heads, 
made the painful ſenſation of thirſt ſo great, that they 
murmured againſt Moſes : and indeed to be brought from 


ſuch. deliverance into ſuch a ſtrait, was a ſtrait indeed: 


ſuch as none can conceive but thoſe that feel it. But 
fill Iſrael's ſorrows were enlarged, for when they came 
to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, 
for they, «were bitterneſs, Exod. xv. 23, &c. This doth 
adumbrate and ſhadow forth the bitter waters of af- 


as 


. * 
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, 


en 
as à cup of the moſt bitter ſorrows are wrung out unto 
him, from the world, from his relations, from his 
intimate companions, and from his boſom friends, 
which are as the waters of Marab, Pſalm Ixx. 2, 3. 
and like the Iſraelites the Chriſtian cannot tell how 
to drink of the fountain and ſtreams of theſe bitter wa- 
ters. But, amazing mercy | mercy to a miracle ap- 
pears for Iſrael, though Iſrael is in a ftrait, but Iſrael's 
God knows no ſtrait; for Moſes cried unto the Lord, and 
the Lord ſhewed him a tree, which when he had caſt into the 
waters, the waters were made ſweet, Ex. xv. 25. The 
Hebrews obſerve it to be the tree Ardiphne, a tree that hath 
foe? like lilies, bat very bitter : If fo, this adds a 

rilliancy to the type, and a glory to the antitype, in- 
aſmuch as the tree was a type of Chriſt, who is called 
the apple-tree, and the tree of life ; and the bitterneſs 
of the tree points out to us the bitterneſs of the ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt ; but the tree being caſt into the wa- 
ters made them ſweet: Herein are diſplayed the com- 
forts of the Chriſtian, notwithſtanding there is nothing 
but the waters of affliction for him to drink of ; for 
when he ſees Chriſt, the tree of life, caſt into his fea of 
ſorrows, that, as the tree removed the bitterneſs from 
the waters, ſo Chriſt, by wading through the ſaints 
ſorrows, removes all the bitterneſs of wrath, the ſting of 
ſin ; therefore he is ſtiled, emphatically, a man of ſor- 
rows, and acquainted with grief ; which makes Marah's 
bitter waters ſweet to the Chriſtian, which things alſo 
we ſpeak, not in words which man's wiſdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing ſpiritual 
things with ſpiritual, 1 Cor. ii. 13. [End of the fourth 


Journey. ] 
Ver. 9. 


And in Elim were twelve fountains 0 


water, and threeſcore and ten palm trees; and they pitched 
there. | Which was fix miles from Marah, and one hun- 
dred and twenty miles from Jeruſalem ſouth-weſt, 
Elim ſignifies power, ſtrengths, and revivings : Which 
may, firſt, be an emblem of the Chriſtian's pitching 

or 
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or dwelling by faith in Chriſt, who is the pawer of 
Ged; x Cor. i. 24. from whom all the power of divine 
promiſes, bleſſings and ſalvation flows. Secondly, As 
it denotes /trength, it may be & ah of the re- 
peated /ireugth the Chriſtian ſtands in need of from 
God ; namely, the ſtrength of his word, his oath, and 
his covenant, and of the repeated ſtrength of God's 
love, in freſh difplays and communications thereof to 
the mind. Obſerve, thirdly, As it ſignifies revivings, 
it may denote that all the revivings, life, love, and fi 
berty, which the chriſtian waits =E prays for, which ariſe 
from and are maintained by freſh power and commu- 
nications from God, as faith is often in the Chriſtian 
very feeble, low, and dark; but when the ſoul ſees that 
all the powers of the divine promiſes, perſons, and per- 
fections of the Godhead are mutually engaged to revive 
it, the ſoul pitcheth in hope there. 5 
* And in Elim were twelve fountains of water, &c.] 
Which may be figurative of the twelve tribes of Iſrael, 
ſee Gen. — 2 28. Acts vii. 8. or rather of the twelus 
apoſtles of the Lamb, ſee Matth. x. 2. Sa which may 
be fitly compared to fountains of water ; for that free 
flow of goſpel-grace and miniſterial conſolation, which 
flowed for them as from ſo many fountains, for the 
church's ſupply and refreſhment. As all fountains have 
their original ſource and ſupply from the fulneſs of the 
Ocean, ſo the twelve apoſtles of the Lamb, the miniſterial 
ountains to the churches, had all their ſprings and ſup- 
plies from the ocean-fulneſs of the grace in Chriſt, whq 
is the anointed-and life-giving head to the church, from 
whom all the ſprings of | ag and glory flow. And as 
ſprings and fountains flow with water freely and na- 
turally, ſo we find that the miniſterial labours of the 
apoſtles lowed from their very ſoul as naturally as waters 
from a fountain. See Mark xvi. 20. Acts xx. 24. 
By the threeſcore and ten palm-trees fome underſtand 
the ſeventy elders or ſanhedrim of the Jews, but I rather 
apprehend it to be a figure of the ſeventy diſciples of Chrift, 
Luke x. 1, 17, who may fitly be compared to N 
. * Fe 
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r their being always green, and growing beſt ina pure 
5 bearing fruit, — 5 preſſed the more ry 
and flouriſhing moſt by pure ſtreams, and as palm- trees 
likewiſe are an emblem of victory, Rev. vii. 9. All 
which ſet forth the ſeventy diſciples of the Lord, as they 
were always kept lively by the life-giving anointings of 
the Holy Ghoſt : Thereby they grew in the purity, 
perfection, and knowledge of the bee and brought 
forth the fruit of life, love and zeal for God; and the 
more they were preſſed with weights of trouble and 
affliction, the more, like palm- trees, they grew and 
prevailed till they became victorious, as they were the 
goſpel emblems of victory over all the world, Rom. x, 
18. Yes verily, their ſound went into all the earth, and their 
words unto the ends of the world. [End of the fifth jours 


ney. ) 
Ver. 10. — And encamped by the Red-ſea.] Which 


was ſix miles from Elim, and one hundred and ſixty 
miles from Jeruſalem. As Iſrael's paſſage through the 
Red-ſea was a figure of the ſoul's ſalvation through 
the ſea of Chriſt's ſufferings, ſo their encampment 
again by the Red-ſea a lively figure of the Lord's 
leading his people afreſh to encamp by the ſea of 
Chriſt's ſorrows, agonies, ſufferings, and precious 
blood, that they may view afreſh the glories of re- 
deeming grace and the preciouſneſs of their redemp- 
tion by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to enlarge their hearts in 
love to him, to encourage their faith a-freſh, to truſt 
upon him by viewing what Chriſt has done, and the 
ſure way of ſalvation which he has obtained by his 
blood, Heb. ix. 12. [End of the ſixth journey.] 


Ver. 11. —— And encamped in the wages of Sin.] 
Which is to be diſtinguiſhed from the wilderneſs of 
Zin, mentioned in chapter xiii. 21. for in the Hebrew 
it is here Sin, and there it is Zin. Which was ſixteen 
miles from the Red-ſea, and one hundred and fifty-fix 
miles from Jeruſalem, Now Sin in the Hebrew ſig- 
; i | Te" no 
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nifies, firſt, a dart, which in a ſtriking manner ſets 
forth the killing, piercing, and wounding nature of 
fin : Secondly, it ſignifies an armour, which ſets forth 
the ſtrength and power of fin in the enmity of the mind 
under dark providences and ſoul-diſtreſſes: Thirdly, it 
denotes —_— which may point forth that ſpiritual 
death and coldneſs of affection that fin ſpreads in the 
affections Godward. All which happened to the chil- 
dren of Iſrael at this encampment. See Exodus xvi. 
1—4. And it was at this encampment in the wilder- 
neſs that the Lord appeared fo wonderful for Iſrael, in 
ſupplying them with manna and food from heaven, 
which was ſo glorious a type of Chriſt, that, Dear Rea- 
der, if thy ſoul be ſpiritually hungry, the author's re- 
marks will not be burthenſome to thy mind. 

Remark the firſl. The quality of the manna was 
white, | which typified the purity of Chriſt's human na- 
ture, the ſpotleſs perfection of his conception, birth, 
and obedience, the infinite purity of his heart and life, 
being the perfect tranſcript of the law of God, as 
purity, holineſs, and heavenly-mindedneſs flowed from 
his heart, as water from a fountain. Another property of 
the manna was, it was round like a cortander-ſeed : which 
may be ſaid to point out to us the eternity of Chriſt's 
love, which is too early for a date, too laſting and du- 
rable for a period. Another property of this manna 
was the colour of it, as to its luſtre and brilliancy, it be- 
ing the colour of bdellizm, which the learned Ainſworth 
obſerves, is a pearl, or precious ſtone, of a tranſparent 
nature, and was typical of the bright and brilliant per- 
fections of the Deity, ſhining with glory through the 
Man-nature, as it did at his transfiguration upon the 
mount, his viſion to Paul, and to John the divine, 
upon the iſle of Patmos, and now conſtantly upon the 
throne (before whom the angels vail their faces, and caſt 
their crowns) as JEHOVAH- JESUS, as the gracious Gop, 
and yet the Glory-man. 25 | 

Remark the ſecond, The manna was fweet,] ' Exod. 


. xyi. 31. And the taſte of it was like wafers made with ho- 


ney z 
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wey ; which doth in a lively manner adumbrate and ſha- 
dow forth to us the infinite ſweetneſs that there is in 
Chriſt, in his preſence, in his promiſes, in his word, in 
his ordinances. His preſence is the ſum of ſweetneſſes, 
the life of life, the ſoul of joy, the ocean of bliſs, the 
heaven of felicity : His preſence ſpreads an odoriferous 
favour and fragrancy through all the heavenly hoſt, 
myriads of angels, thouſands of thouſands and ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand of ſaints, a number that 
no man can number, are living monuments of the 
ſweetneſs of his preſence. Thus the ſweetneſs of the 
manna was typical of the edulcoration of Chriſt's pre- 
ſence, in his promiſes, in his word and ordinances. 
Remark the third. The plentifulneſs of the manna 
that fell in the wilderneſs,] which fed above a million of 
ſouls, was a prefiguration of that-fulneſs of grace there 
is in Chriſt, for thoſe million of millions of ele ſouls, 
whom God hath choſen in him . the foundation of the 
world : For it hath pleaſed the Father that in Chriſt ſhould 
all fulneſs dwell : For there is in Chriſt ſuch an exube- 
rance and ſuperabundance of grace, that the fulneſs of 
the ocean, is not a drop upon the bucket, compared to 
that 3 and inundation that there is in him, 
from whom all the angels in glory, and the ſaints a- 
round the throne, have their copious joys, their reful- 
gent bliſs, and their ſuper-abounding happineſs : And 
it is from him that the church militant, in every age, 
and through every period of time, in all their wants 
and exigencies, have their aids and helps, their ſu 
ports and ſupplies, Joha 1. 14. And of his fulneſs have 
we all received, and that grace for grace. | 
Remark the fourth. Thismanna was prepared by God alone.] 
It was the work of the Deity ; which was typical of 
the preparation of Chriſt's human nature, who ſpeakin 
unto his Father, ſaid, A body haſt thou prepared me, Heb. 
x. 5. and the formation of his human nature in the 
womb of the virgin was the extraordinary work of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Likewiſe it was typical of ſalvation be- 
ing prepared in Chriſt, therefore ſays the pious patri- 


arch. 


( 16 ) 
arch, when he was taking his final farewel of the dayy 
of his pilgrimage, I have waited for thy ſalvation, O Lord, 
Gen. xlix. 18. and the ſweet ſinner of Iſrael, in the de- 
lightful exerciſe and expectation of his heart, ſays Pſalm 
Kii. 1. Truly my foul waiteth upon God, from him cometh 
my ſalvation. As the manna was prepared in heaven, fo 


falvation was prepared in Chriſt before the world began; 


2 Tim. i. q. but is made known in time, and accom- 
pliſhed by divine power. 

' Remark the fifth. The manna was a gift from heaven. ] Ex. 
xvi. 4. Then ſaid the Lord unto Moſes, behold, I will rain 
bread from heaven for you : Which was typical of Chriſt, 
as God's unſpeakable gift, 2 Cor. ix. 15. of his 
= condeſcenſion, in leaving the glory he had with 
the Father before the world began, becauſe his delight 
was with the ſons of men; therefore he ſays, John vi. 
51. Tam the living bread, which came down from heaven + 
if any man eat of this bread, he ſhall live for ever; ſo then 
we are to look upon Chriſt as the Father's gift, and the 
donation of rich love; not the cauſe of his love, but 
the fruit of it, John iii. 16. | 

' Remark the ſixth. It was given every morning ;] which 
points out Chrift to us as the morning of mercies, or 
the opening the eternal womb of mercies, which lay 
hid in the womb of God's eternal mind, Pfalm cx. 3. 
As the morning is the beginning and pledge of the en- 
ſuing day, ſo Chriſt was the pledge and earneſt of all 
the growing glories of the goſpel-day. As the manna 
was a free gift, all the Iſraelites had a right to par- 
take of it; as it was prepared for them, ſo every ſouf 
who ſees its need of Chriſt has an indubitable right to 
partake of all the bleſſing contained in him, as they, 
are prepared on purpoſe for them, and communicated 
unto them. | 


. Note the ſatisfying nature of the manna.] It fed the 


children of Iſrael for forty years in the wilderneſs; 
Deut. viii. 2, 3. Which typically unfolds the glory 


and fatisfying nature of the bleflings of the everlaſting 


ovenant, as it is ſaid of the manna, He that yu 
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Hitle had no lack, Exod. vi. 18. So he that gathers 
Chriſt, though he has but little ſenſible joy and conſo- 
lation from him, yet he ſees ſuch a glory in his perſon, 
ſuch a fulneſs of grace treaſured up in him, that he hath 
; no lack in the object, nor in the enjoyment ; for he. 
4 { hath as much as his weak faith will take; hom have I 
in heaven but thee, (it ſays when faith ſpeaks for it- 
F ſelf) I have enough, my ſoul is ſatisfied; and faith the 
4 ſtrong Chriſtian that has gathered much, when fleſh 
and heart fail me, God is the ſlrengih of my heart, and my 
portion for ever; for every man gathered according to his 
eating; therefore ſays Chriſt, According to thy faith ſo be it 
unto thee. 23 3 
Note the ſeaſonableneſs of the manna, ] It was plen- 
1 tifully given in the wilderneſs, when Iſrael was juſt 
Jloſt for want; which opens to us the ſuitableneſs that 
1 there is in Chriſt to the wants of a needy ſinner, as 
there is a fulneſs of pardon in his blood ta forgive fins 
without number, and crimes of the moſt aggravating 
nature, and tranſgreſſions that have reached unto the hea- 
vens, Iſai. i. 18. Likewiſe there is in Chriſt a treaſure 
of mercies, a multitude of mercies, every way anſwera- 
ble, and more than anſwerable to the ſoul's neceſſities, not 
only to commiſerate the finner's caſe, but to relieve his 
«miſery, and to heal him with treaſures of mercies. Was 
there manna for Iſrael, when Iſrael was juſt loſt in the 
. wilderneſs ? ſo likewiſe there is a Chriſt for thy ſoul, 
O ſinner, with love in his heart, with a pardon in his 
hand, and forgiving mercy in his looks, with a kind 
invitation upon his tongue, with a gracious promiſe 
dropping from his lips: ho / every one that thir/teth, let 
. bum come; and him that cometh, I will in no wiſe caſt out. 
| . Here is an anſwer to every objection, . a ſupply for every 
b want, and a door of hope to every caſe ; what ſhall now 
| | Hinder thee from ſaying, To whom, Lord, ſhall I go, but 
: unto thee ; for thou haſt the wards of eternal life ® 
Note how the manna fell; firſt there was a dew fell, 
then the manna, then another dew fell upon the man- 
na, ſo that the manna lay — two dews until the 
81 ſun 
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ſun aroſe, when the dew went up, and they gathered the 
manna. | 

By the dew firſt falling before the manna, I apprehend 
we are to underſtand, that the dew of God's everlaſting 
love is the ground-work of our ſalvation, as Chriſt is 
not the cauſe, but the fruit of Jehovah's love; Herein, 
ſays the apoſtle, ig love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and ſent his fon to be a propitiation for onr ſins. 
—— Secondly, the ' dew falling upon the manna, and 
the manna being, as it were, thereby hid and incloſed, I 
apprehend, may be typical of Chriſt, being incloſed in 
the love of God, as he was daily his delight, one in 
whom _ delighted; therefore ſays Chriſt unto his 
Father, For thou loved/? me before the foundation of the 
world, John xvii. 24. And when the ſun aroſe, the 
dew went up ; which, I apprehend, did figure out the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſing into the meridian height of 
love in the New- Teftament-diſpenfation, which cauſed 
the dew of blefling, that lay upon the types and ſha- 

dows, to ceaſe. | 

Note the incomprehenſibleneſs of the manna, which 
thou knoweft not, neither did thy fathers know ; for when 
it firſt appeared they ſaid, hat is this? They knew 
not what it was; which did adumbrate the incompre- 
henſible glory of Chrift's incarnation; for, like the 
nianna, he made a mean and abject appearance in his 
birth, as a root out of a dry ground ; yet there was ſome- 
thing wonderful and incomprehenſible therein: How ? 
the God of joy ſhould become a man of ſorrows ! the 
fountain of all glory to be acquainted with our griefs [ 
how he that created all things, that had the ſun, moon, 
and ftars at his comrhand, that ſways worlds unnum- 
bered at his pleafure, how HE ſhould be bound in ſwad- 
dling clothes! This is wonderful and incomprehenff- 
ble, that he, who upholds all things, and by whim all 
things 160.5 ſhould lie in a manger, Luke ii. 16. 
That he who was the ſea of life and love to angels, 
ſhould ſay, I thirt! O amazing | O matchleſs won-⸗ 
der ! which things the angels deſire to look into. | 


Note 
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Note, They went out of their tents to gather it; 
which did ſhadow forth the ſoul's going by faith out of 
itſelf, or that they that dwell in tents of civil-ſelf, of 
righteouſneſs-ſelf, and of religious-ſelf, will never ga- 
ther the manna,——They were to gather it in the 
morning ; which points out how early our affections 
ſhould be ſet upon Chriſt ; that he ſhould have the 
cream of our thoughts, the morning love of out ſouls, 
or, as our dear Lord ſays, Labour for the meat which en- 
dureth to everlaſting life, —— we go into the world, to 
labour for the body, the meat tubich periſbeib. They 
were to fill an omer with manna, (ſomething above three 
pints) which omer was a type of the heart, and its be- 
ing filled with manna, of the word of Chriſt dwelling 
richly there. But this manna was to be put into a pot, 
to be laid up before the Lord; the apoſtle ſays, Heb. 
x. 4. a golden pot; and ſo does Philo the Jew ; nor is it 
reaſonable to think that this pot was made of earth, 
which was to contain the manna for future generations. 
Now this pot, in which the manna was kept, as the 
judicious Dr. Gill obſerves, ** was typical of the ordi- 
„ nances of the goſpel, in its matter, being made of 
„ gold, denoting the preciouſneſs and duration of 
„ them; the bigneſs of it holding an omer, ſhewing 
< that theſe contain a plenty of good things to ſatisfac- 
tion; its ſituation before the ark ſignifying. the pro- 
„ ſence of Chriſt with his ordinances, and in its uſe to 
© hold manna, and to be a memorial of it to ages to 
„ come, as the ordinances have in them food for ſouls, 
« and are a remembrance of Chriſt until his ſecond 
«© coming.” But I rather. think by the golden pot we 
are to underſtand the divine nature of the Lord Jeſus, 
and by the manna being preſerved in the pot, the pre- 
ſervation of the human nature, by virtue of its union 
with the divine. By its being laid up before the Lord, 
I apprehend is pointed out to us Chriſt's conſtant ap- 
pearing in the ** of God for us, with his own blocd 
within the vail, having obtained eternal redemption. And 
the manna being kept for future generations, that the 
| D 2 | children 


„ 
children of Iſrael might ſee the bread wherewith the Lord had 
fed them, Ex. xvi. 32. This, J apprehend, was a lively 
type and prefiguration of Chriſt's appearing in heaven 
to the ſaints, as a lamb that had been ſlain; a view ot 
which will bring to their remembrance what God hath 
done for their ſouls, and with what he fed them in the 
wilderneſs ; of all the diſpenſations of his providence, 
the wonders of his grace, and all thro' a Mediator, in 1 
which Chriſt will remain ever precious in the memory | 
of the ſaints, | „ 7 
Note farther, The manna was given with the ap- 
pearance of ſingular glory, Exod. xvi. 10. And behold 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud, that is, the 
glory of the divine Shekinah, in the rays or beams of 
the Godhead ; which figures forth the perfections of 
God ſhining in the gift of his Sox, and in the proviſion 1 
of his love to his people; and that his word does us . 
good when his glory ſhines with the word. pd 
And as the manna had a peculiar ſweetneſs, firengthy . 
and ſatisfying nature to every taſte, it points out that 
nouriſhment, joy, and ſtrength that the believer finds 
in Chriſt's fulneſs, richneſs, and greatneſs of ſalvation. 
By there being twice as much manna gathered on the 
ſixth day may be denoted the ſpiritual gathering of 
manna or reign of Chriſt, which will be with double 
power and glory juſt before his perſonal coming. | 
And as there was no manna to be gathered on the 
ſeyenth or ſabbath day, in this reſpect it figured forth 
the reſt and glory of the ſabbath of ſabbaths, the divine 
jubile of jubiles, namely, the ſeventh ſabbath, or per- 
ſonal reign of Chriſt, which will be without manna, 
means, or ordinances, when the tabernacle of God fhatl 
dwell with men upon the earth. | 
And as there was ſomething deep, myſterious, and 
glorious in the manna, ſo there is in Chriſt, namely, 
in his perſon—wonderfully ſo ! God with us, in our na- 
ture; Exod. xvi. 15. The Iſraelites ſaid, It is man, or 
manna, or what is it? It is a portion. Now Chriſt is 
Man in our nature, manna to feed upon, and wonderful 


W 
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in his name, and a portion from God for us. It is ob- 
ſerved that the word manna is a word received without 
any change through various languages, as amen or halle- 
lujah; and that it comes from the Hebrew word mannab 
or minnah, which ſignifies to prepare, and denotes a 
prepared portion ; as it is obſerved of the children of 
Iſrael, they wit not, or knew 'not, what is was, but 
they called it manna, or a prepared portion; Moſes 
calls it bread from heaven, for its ſtrengthening and lite- 
giving nature. 

In ſhort, manna was the food of the Hebrews in the 
wildernefs ; it fell upon the evening dew, and was co- 
vered with the morning dew ; by which means it was 
kept pure and free from the duſt that was upon the 
ground; it ſeems to have been like a drop of dew fro- 
zen, as to its form and figure, like unto coriander ſeed, 
of a pure white colour, and bright like a pearl; when 

newly fallen it taſted like honey, but when it was pre- 

— by boiling or baking, it had the taſte of fre oil. 
The Jews ſay it had all forts of taſtes; according to 
every one's appetite it is certain that it pleaſed every 
man's palate, was grateful to young and old, refreſhed 
the ſpirits, and kept the body in good order; it is com- 
pared, ſays a Rabbi, to freſh oil, which is fat and 
ſweet : Which ſhews how unjuſt their complaint was 
when they lothed it. It was gathered every morning, 
except the ſabbath morning ; ground into flour with a 
mill, or bruiſed in a mortar, or boiled or baked in pans 
it was, ſay the Jews, ſo excellent that it might be 
eaten as it fell, and was agreeable which way ſoever it 
was prepared. The ſun melted, or rather exhaled, 
what was ungathered in the day, and it fell again in 
the evening. The Iſraelites called this food manna, 
becauſe the word mannah ſignifies a gift or portion; 
or this is that which God hath appointed for us as a 
portion. ö | | 

And here let the glory of the Lord's kindneſs be re- 
marked in beſtowing ſuch manna upon ſuch great mur- 


Murers, to be their ſpiritual, as well as their comms 
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| food; for they did, ſays the apoftle, all eat the ſame ſpi- 
ritual ob To 2 Iſrael with food, pm 
their murmurings, the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
cloud, and this extraordinary appearance of God for 
them did remove their complaints, denoting to us that 
nothing but the freſh appearances of the Jo of the 
grace of Chriſt, in giving us a new name, and to eat of 
the hidden manna, can ſuppreſs the inward troubles of 
the mind. 5 

And it is worthy of obſervation, that this manna, 
this heavenly prepared portion, was given not only with- 
out man's labour, but it was unthought of and unſought 
for by them, to whom he might have juſtly rained fire and 
thunder, but, lo, he rains bread from heaven: And 
what adds fuch glory to the gift was, that it ſo pleaſed 
every man's taſte, that Joſephus ſays, That he that 
fed upon it was ſo delighted and contented with it as 
not to defire any other meat; and it explains 
Chriſt's own words when he ſays, He that cometh unto me 
full never hunger. All which renders it a glorious figure 
of the true bread of life, which came down from hea- 
ven; therefore faith Chriſt, ſpeaking of himſelf, 
John x. 58, He that eateth fry bread fhall live for ever. 

And as manna was to the ſweet as honey, glorious 
as. bdelliim, that ſhining pearl, 45 as ail, ſatisfy- 
ing, but not cloying, ſo is Chriſt to the ſoul, ſweet, 
2 ſeaſonable, and ſatisfying, He that eateth me, 
aith Chriſt, ſhall live by me : And as the manna was to 
prove through all generations God's love and tender care 
of Ifrael, fo the gift of Chriſt is Jehovah's ſtanding 
witneſs, or the ordinance of his love for ever, [End of 
the ſeventh journey. | 


Ver. 12. —— And encamped in Dophkah.) Which 
was twelve miles from the wilderneſs of Sin. Dophktah 
fignifies 4nocking, in which reſpect it may be figurative 
of the authority of God's word, by the miniſtration of 
the Holy Spirit, Rev. iii. 20. Behold, I fland at the deor 
andknock : Which ſtanding and knocking does not 1172 
= ply 


623 
ply a want of willingneſs or power in Chriſt to open the 
door, but implies Chrift's fweetly gaining the will, and 
that he is received with.complacency ; or it may denote 
the moving intreaties of his love, Cant. v. 2. or the 
alarming voice of providences, whereby he awakens 
his people to a ſenſe of their duty. Likewiſe it may 
denote the Chriſtian's knocking at the throne of 
by prayer, to whom our Lord ſays, Knock, and it ſhall 
be opened. For as a rapper is to the door, ſo is the 
voice of faith and prayer at the throne of grace: Af, 
and it fhall be given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall ind; #nock, 
it ſhall be opened unto you, Matth. vii. 7. {End of the 
eighth journey. ] 


Ver. 13. —— And encamped in Muſb.] Which was 
twelve miles from Dophkah. Aluþb ſignifies leuuen, to 
which our Lord compares the Kingdom of heaven, that 
is, the church flate to a leaven hid in three meaſures meal, 
till the whole be leavened ; in which reſpect it points out 
the diffuſive and ſpreading power of divine grace upon 
the mind, which makes this encampment of the .chil- 
dren of Iſrael, a lively figure of the ſtate of the church 
of God, firft, as leaven is hid in the meal, ſo the grace 
which is compared to leaven, for its diffuſive nature, and 
often lies hid in the ſoul, fo as not to be diſcerned, by 
the Chriſtian himſelf ; for if he caſteth the eye of his 
mind upon the frame of his ſoul, and ſearches the ſecret 
receſſes of his nature, he ſees neither faith, hope, life, 
nor love; but on the other hand, finds his heart hard, 
his frame dead, his mind carnal, his affections vain, and 
His will full of rebellion and murmuring, and is there- 
Fore ready to conclude, that the rom f the matter is not 
in him; but let the ſoul remember that grace is like the 
Jdeaven hid in the meaſure of meal, though not diſcerned, 
nor ſeen, but yet really there. Obſerve, ſecondly, 
that /zaven naturally diffuſeth itſelf through the body or 
meaſure of meal in which it is hid, fo the leaven of 
grace naturally ſpreads and diffufeth itſelf without the 
power of the Chriſtian, through all the faculties of che 
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Foul, where it lies hid and ſpreads forth in faith, hope 
Ae, and love a-freſh, to Chriſt in his name, perſon, glo- 
ries, perfections, and promiſes, to his people, word 
and ordinances, and is ſeen in prayer, praiſe and ſpiritual 
converſation, and all becauſe the grace of God, like 
a leaven, is diffuſed through his ſoul, 1 Cor. 5, 6. A lit- 
tle leaven leaveneth the whole lump. ¶ End of the ninth 


journey. ] 1 


Ver. 14. —— And encamped at Rephidim.) Eight 
miles from Aluſh, and one hundred and thirty-two 
-miles from Jeruſalem. Rephidim fignifies the weakening 
of hands, and the firengthening of hands ; theſe contrary 

ignifications of the Hebrew names are not uncommon : 
And we ſhall find that this was exactly fulfilled in the 
children of Iſrael at this encampment, fee Exod. xvii. 
1—7. where we find that their faith became ſo weak 
that they murmured againit the Lord and againſt Moſes, 
and ſaid, That he had brought them out of Egypt to kill 
them, their children, and their cattle, with thirfl, But 
-we find that the Lord ſtrengthened their faith by ſmiting 
the rock by the hand of Moſes, and thereby brought 
forth water in abundance ; in which reſpect this en- 
campment was a figure of his church, when the Lord 
leads them to Chriſt the rock of ages, and enables 
them to view him ſmitten by law and juſtice for them, 
and from thence flow living ſtreams of ſalvation,: freely 
For every thirſty ſoul, then is their faith again ſtrengthned 
in the Lord. 

Obbſerve the overcoming loving-kindneſs of the Lord, 
that notwithſtanding the people murmur againſt him, 
yet he opens not only a treaſure of mercy, ut a mira- 
cle of ' mercy for their ſupply ; which ſhews that when 
diſtreſſes are great, mercy is near. The apoſtle elu- 
cidates this appearance of mercy, both the rock and the 
ſtreams, as glorious indeed, making it a type of Chriſt 
in his perſon and fulneſs of grace to his church, x Cox. 
x. 4. For they drank of that ſpiritual rock that followed 
them, and that rack was Chriſt, Now as Moſes: was a 


type 
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of the law, therefore called the law of "Moſes, ſo 
the rod with which he ſmote the rock was a type of the 
ſtroke of divine juſtice upon the Lord Jeſus who was 


wounded 7 of our ſins. 


Now a may be fitly compared to a rock. Firſt, for 
ſtrength and ſtability ; as a rock is ftrong and ſtable to 
bear up under any weight and preſſure laid upon it; 
ſo Chriſt is emphatically ſtiled, the frength of Iſrael, and 
the rock of ages ; therefore the prophet, with a kind of 
holy zeal, exhorts the church to fra in the Lord for 
ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting flrength, Iſaiah 
XXvi. 4. As much as if he had faid, Lay all your pon- 
derous cares, the burdens of your minds, and the con- 
cerns of your ſouls upon the rock of ages ; depend 
upon him, for he will not fail you; therefore truſt in 
the Lord for ever; for in him is everlaſting ſtrength, 
ſtrength to bear thee and thy burdens, and remove them 
far from thee, Pſalm xviii. 31. For who is God ſave the 
Lord? or who is a rock ſave our God? | 
Remark the ſecond. A rock is durable and permanent; 
fo is the Lord Jeſus as durable as eternity, as permanent 
as the throne of heaven; he is durable as to his Divine 
PERSON, and as GoD-MAN he knows no change, being 
conſecrated a prieſt for ever, Heb. vii. 24. But this 
man, becauſe he continueth for ever, hath an unchangeable 
prieſthoad. He is durable in his love, it admits of no 
variation ; having loved his own that were in the world, he 
trveth them to the end. And as all the various changes of 
weather never move a rock, ſo all the variations of the 
Chriſtian's frame, the deadneſs of his heart, the cold- 


neſs of his affections, never remove the love of the God 


of Iſrael, the rock of ny, his love being a perfec- 
tion of his nature; God is love, and therefore his love 


Ean no more change than his name or nature. 

© Remark the third. A rock is a place of defence from 
an enemy, and uſually made choice of to build caſtles 
and forts upon, Numb. xxiv. 21. Strong is thy dwelling 
lace, and thouputteſt thy neft in a rack : So Chriſt may be 

—— a rock 3 ſtrength and defence; for 
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his ſtrength makes the Chriſtian ſtrong, and his pro- 


tection makes him to triumph in the face of an enemy; 


it was this which made the pious pſalmiſt to ſay, Pſalm 
Ixii. 6, 7. He only is my rock and my ſalvation; he is my 


defence; I ſhall not be moved. Therefore ſays the pro- 

et, Iſaiah xlii. 11. Let the inlabitants of the rock ſing. 

hus the believer may ſing for joy, becauſe he is ſafe in 
triumph in his dwelling ; he fhall dwell on high, ſays the 
prophet, his place of defence ſhall be the munitions of rocks ; 
Iſalah xxxiu. 16. hich denotes that the whole ar- 
mour of God is engaged for the Chriſtian's defence, as 
the word munition ſignifies thus much, and more; for 
it not only denotes a repoſitory of ammunition, but a 
ſtrong fortified place, therefore emphatically called a mu- 
nition of rocts. 

Remarks upon the water that flowed from the rocks. 

Remark the fit. Waters flowed from this ſmitten 
rock as from a fountain ; and it is obſerved of fountains, 
that they have ſprings in themſelves, and are the heads 
of rivers, Gen. vii. 11. So from the Lord Jeſus flow all 
the ſtreams of life, peace and joy, as from a fountain- 
head, Pſalm xxxvi. 9. J/th thee is the fountain of life ; 
and as fountains have ſprings in themſelves that cannot 
be exhauſted, fo all the ſprings of everlaiting love cen- 
ter originally and primordially in the Lord Jeſus, as 
Deity is eſſential to him as he is JEHovan; therefore it 


follows that all the ancient ſprings of divine favour and 


ſovereign grace are eſſential to his nature, on which 

account the ſtreams of life are ſaid to proceed from him, 

Rev. xxii. 1. Proceeding from the throne of God, and from 
the Lamb. | | 

Remark the ſecond. Obſerve, That the 'waters flowed 

from the rock purely for Iſrael's ſupply in the wilder- 

neſs ; ſo all the waters of life, the ſtreams of divine 


grace, flow purely for the church's ſupply, John i. 16. 
As it is ſaid of Ifracl, That he gave them to drink as out of 
the great depths, Pſalm. Ixxviii. 15. ſo he gives his faints 

drink of divine kindneſs out of the great depths of 
his eternal mind, his everlaſting counſels, and precious 
| promiſes ; 


4 


promiſes : I may ſay he gives them to drink out of his 
heart's love, as that is opened by oath and by promiſe 
for their ſupply, Heb. vi. 17, 18. He gives them to 
drink out of- all the depths contained in word and cove- 
nant grace, in their wilderneſs journey. ne 

' Remark the third. The waters that flowed from a rock 
were in abundance ; not a fingle rivulet or ftream, but 
ſtreams ; not a river, but rivers ; which, in a lively 
manner, did prefigure the copious and ample riches of 
divine grace to the Old Teſtament faints ; the apoſtle 
fays, The grace of our Lord Feſus was exceeding abundant. 
And when the Holy Ghoſt ter out the love of Chriſt in 
its plenitude and riches, by a metaphor, (how beautiful 
does it ſhine |!) not in the ſingular, but in the plural 
number : Not as a ſtream, but as ſtreams, Cant. 
iv. 15. Streams from Lebanon, the flreams whereof make 
glad the city of God ; not as a river, but as rivers, Iſaiah 
xxxiii. 21. But there the glorious Lord will be unto us a 

lace of broad rivers and ſtreams. Indeed, to open and elu- 
cidate all thoſe boundleſs treaſures of grace that are in the 
Lord Jeſus, far ſurpaſſeth the ideas of men or angels, to 
form an adequate conception of it, the ſkill of tongues 
to expreſs it, or the bounds of time to relate it; the 
more we view of its glories, the more we are ſtruck 
with filence and aſtoniſhment ! I ſhall therefore only 
add, that this grace 1s as free in its communication, as 
it is rich in its nature, and completely adapted to the 
circumſtance and condition of every ſenſible foul ; for 
if the ſoul's caſe be never ſo miſerable, here is an all- 
ſufficiency to relieve; its wants cannot be more bound- 
Jeſs than the ſupply, nor its deſires more large than theſe 
immenſe treaſures to ſatisfy, for in him dwelleth all the 
Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. From hence ariſeth the 
ſtrong conſolation to a thirſty ſoul to look to Chriſt for 


. falvation, for pardon, peace, life and joy; for relief 
under temptations, and for grace to ſuſtain him under 


all his wants, and to perfect that which is lacking in 
his faith: Here is an antidote againſt all fin, fince no 
enemy can be ſo ſtrong: but here is a victory; no 
x diſeaſe 


it 
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diſeaſe ſo malignant, but in Chriſt's blood is healing 
virtue; no bondage ſo ſevere, but in him is liberty ; no 
pollution ſo contaminating, but in a crucified Chriſt is 
purification, and no miſery ſo deep, but in him is con- 
ſolation. It may be, Dear Reader, thy ſoul is tra- 
velling heaven-ward, and yet thou art afraid thou ſhalt 
never arrive ſafe becauſe thy ſins are high and aggrava- 
ting, remember they cannot be higher than the ancient 
mountains, and the everlaſting hills of Jehovah's love; 
and though they are deep in their die, and crimſon in 


their ſtains, yet not ſo deep as God's eternal counſels to 


ſave, art thou lame, holt, poor, blind, and naked, bt, 
condemned, and without firength £ yet grace extends to 
ſuch as thee, and thou haſt the ſame free right to all the 
grace the goſpel proclaims, as the Iſraelites had to the 
water that flowed from the rock: ſee Rom. v. 20, 21. 
Remark the fourth. Waters are of a refreſhing na- 
ture ; for how gladly does the weary traveller meet the 
cooling ſtreams in the parched deſert ? This made the 


king of Iſrael to ſay, O that one would give me of the wa- 


ters of Bethlehem to drink. In like manner the waters 
of lite, the ſtreams of ſalvation, are refreſhing to a 


thirſty ſoul ; as the mind is ſatisfied with an exhilerating 


draught of love, which is better than wine; which ſo 
delights the ſoul, that it exults for joy, goes on thereby 
from ſtrength to ſtrength, and runs the race that is ſet be- 


fore it, Iooking unto Feſus, I would add, That waters 
are not only refreſhing, but of an enriching and fruit- 


ful nature; they not only ſpread a pleaſant greenneſs 
upon the barren and fruitleſs field, but produce a beau- 
tiful and plentiful harveſt ; ſo the waters of life, that 
proceed from the throne of God and the Lamb, enrich 
the mind with a prelibation of heaven, a foretaſte of 
glory, and an earneſt of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light : As Iſrael was daily ſupplied from the ſtreams 
that flowed from the rock, ſo the church has a perpetual 
ſupply of life, joy, and peace from the rock of ages, 
whoſe fulneſs filleth all in all: The freams thereof make 
glad the city of Gad. [End of the tenth journey.] . 
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Ver. 15. — And pitched in the n——_ Sinai.] 
Eight miſes from Rephidim, and one hundred and twenty 

miles from Jeruſalem. Sinai „lr the ſame as Sin, 
thorny, and it is ſometimes called mount Hoereb. It 
was called Horeb becauſe of its dryneſs, being a wilder- 
neſs without water; and Sinai becauſe of the brambles 
and buſhes that grow therein. But their diſtinction 
ſeems to be here, as Joſephus obſerves, that the hilly 
track where Horeb is ſituated was a long train of hilly 
ground reaching towards Egypt. But mount Sinai was 
an exceeding high mountain, and, as Jarchi obſerves, 
Horeb and Sinai were but one and the ſame mountain, 
which had two tops; Horeb was on the weſtern. fide, 
near to which lay the plain of Repbidim; and Sinai was 
on the eaſtern ſide, on. which the wilderneſs. of that 
name bordered, and therefore called the deſart of Sinai. 
Sinai ſignifying thorny, or — it may be figurative of 
the operation of the. ſpirituality of the law of God, 
ſtirring up fin, and the enmity of our nature againſt it, 
and bringing the mind into bondage; For by the law is the 
knowledge of fin, as ſaith the Apoſtle, I had not known fin 


but by the law, when the commandment came ſin revived ; , | 


for as an holy nature loves a holy law, ſo our ſinful na- 
ture hates it, Rom. viii. 7. I is not ſubject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be : This is mount Sinai which 


gendereth unto bondage, for all the law can do is to re- 


yeal ſin, but does not relieve the ſinner; therefore it is 
ſaid, from the hand of the Lord, from mount Sinai 
went a fiery law, Deut. xxxiii. 2. which ſhews the 


| parity erfection, extent and ſpirituality of the law of 


od, which is like fire for its penetrating and piercing 
nature in the conſcience for ſin, on which account it is 


called the mini/tration of death. Thus we ſee that a ſoul 


can never be alive to God till it becomes. dead to the 
law by the body of Chriſt, ſee Rom. vii. 4. and Gal, 
ii. 19. for all the law can do, is to ſhew: us our enmity 
and corruption by its purity and perfection, ſo, that 
every ſoul that thinks of being ſerved by the law is act- 
x „ ing 
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5 ing in enmity againſt God's way of ſalvation, ſee Rom. 


iii. 20. Gal. iii. 21. [End of the eleventh journey. 


Ver. 16. And pitched at Kibrotb-hattagvab.] 


Eight miles from mount Sinai, and one hundred and 


twenty miles from Jeruſalem, Kibroth-hattaavah ſig- 


nifies @ grave of luſt, which is ſo called, becauſe the 
children of Iſrael here laſted for fleſh to eat, and deſpi- 
ſed the manna, ſaying, now our ſouls are dried away, 
there is nothing at all, beſides this manna, before our eyes, 
Exod. xi. 6. Which was true; but then was not this 
ſufficient ? was there not a plenty of it, a -ſweetneſs, 
fulneſs, and fatisfying nature in it ? Was it not the 
proviſion of heaven for them, the gift of their God to 
them? and though they had nothing elſe, as it con- 
tained, as the Jews obſerve, a variety of taſtes, and 
was ſatisfying to every appetite, ſure it was enough, as 
there was a ſufficiency thereof, which ſome doubtleſs 
were thankful for and ſatisfied with: Yet ſome diſ- 
dained it: Which is a figure of unbelievers and carnal 
profeſſors {lighting the goſpel-feaſt ; for when Chriſt in 
his fulneſs, preciouſneſs, relations, and the glories of his 
grace, in his incarnation, blood, righteouſneſs, and 


power, is ſet forth in his refulgent beams and glories in 


the glaſs of the word, they ſay, like the Iſraelites, 
There is nothing at all, but this manna, before our eyes; 
which Beza's bible renders, Ve can ſee nothing but this 
manna. No, there is nothing elſe; for God has pro- 
vided nothing elſe, and the believing ſoul wants no- 
thing elſe; and what would ye have us, who are mi- 
niſters of the word of life, do? when ye aft bread, 


would ye have us give you a tone? God forbid | for what 4 | 


we have received of the Lord, that deliver we unto you : 
We know that there is no other food but this mamna, 
which was a type of Chriſt, the hidden manna, the bread of 
life, which came down from heaven, which if a man 
eat, he ſhall live — ever. But the formal profeſſor, 


that only hears, but does not know by faith, love, and 


experience the joyful ſound, thinks it much to = 4 
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Chriſt always, as the life, ſum, and ſubſtance of the 
diſcourſe: What, nothing elſe before our eyes? They 
would have ſomething elſe to qualify them, to give 
them a right to him, and an intereſt in him; they can- 
not bear to have him exalted as all in all, and to truſt in 
him as ſuch wholly and intirely, without any reſerve. 
But this the believer glories in when faith prevails ; but 
when unbelief prevails, then ſo far he acts like the un- 
believer, and is weary of the manng. 

And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the 
manna fell upon it. Firſt, the dew, then the manna, and 
then a dew upon the manna; for it is evident by the 
text, that the dew fell firſt, then the manna fell upon 
the dew ; and in Exod. xvi. 16. it is ſaid, the dew went 
up; not the dew that fell firſt, but the dew that covered 
the manna. Jarchi ſays, there were two dews ; pro- 
bably the evening and the morning dews, in which the 
manna lay, as covered with a box. The dew is a lively 
emblem of the love of God, Hoſ. xiv. 6. And as the 
manna lay upon the dew, and was hid or incloſed, ſo 
the gift of Chriſt is founded or fell as the effect of Je- 
hovah's love, and lies hid in his word, in his perſon, 
glory, and grace, till he is made known to the ſons 
of men: Hence he is called the hidden manna, Rev. ii. 
17. 

3 the taſte of it was as the taſte of freſh oil. In Exod. 
xvi. 31. it is ſaid to taſte like honey; which the Jews thus 
reconcile, and, ſay if the manna was eat as it came 
down, it was as Cakes of honey; but when drefled, that 
is, ground and baked, it was as the taſte of 'freſh oil. 
They likewiſe ſay it had all manner of taſtes, ſuited ta 
the age and appetite of the perſon that fed thereon : 
Which obſervation ſeems to illuſtrate Exod. xvi. 18. 
He that gathered little had no lack. All which ſets forth 
the graciouſneſs, ſweetneſs, and refreſhing fulneſs of the 
Lord Jeſus, as the manna of life, the proviſion and de- 
licious food for his church in her wilderneſs Journey, 
End of the twelfth journey. ] 
be. Ver, 
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; Ver. 17. — And encamped at Haxerith.] Eight 
miles from Kibroth-hattaavah, and one hundred and 
eight miles from Jeruſalem. Hazeroth fignifies palaces 
trembling, or fearful diviſion, which happened at this 
encampment between Aaron, Miriam, and Moſes, 
about his marrying an Ethiopian woman. See Exod. 
H. 3 5 » XN. I. 5 , | 

And Miriam and Aaron ſpake againſt Moſes, becauſe of 
the Ethiopian woman which he had married; for he had 
married an Ethiopian woman.] This muſt be a grievous 
trial to him : Miriam a-propheteſs, and Aaron a prieſt, 
her brother, both unite to ſpeak againſt Moſes their bro- 
ther, the prophet and ſervant» of the Lord, on account of 
his marrying an Ethiopian woman. Some have thought 
that Moſes married the daughter of the Ethiopian king; 
but it ſeems to be no other than Zipporah his wife, who, 
though not a native of Ethiopia, was of Midian, which 
was near the eaſtern part of Ethiopia, Exod. ii. 16, 
21. But it was not ſo much on account of the marriage, 


, 


; | as with her taking too much upon her, or paying too 


little reverence to Miriam, who was a propheteſs. But 
the Lord was angry with them for ſpeaking againſt 
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Moſes, and probably the more ſo becauſe Moſes was, 
as a Mediator, a type of Chriſt, ſo his marriage with 
an Ethiopian woman may be a figure of Chriſt's mar- 
riage with the gentile church, of Ethiopian ſinners; 
fee Pſalm Ixxxvii. 4. [End of the thirteenth journey.} 


Ver. 18. And pitched at Rithmath.] Eight miles 
from Hazeroth, and one hundred and twelve miles from 
Jeruſalem. Rithmath ſignifies binding, and it was here 
that the whole congregation were bound in unbelief 
and rebellion againft the Lord, and faid, Let us make us 
a captain, and turn again into Egypt, which renders it a 
Hvely figure of the children of God, who are at times 
bound up in unbelief, becauſe they look more at the 
diſcouragements that appear than at the power of the 
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Lord and the faithfulneſs of his word, as engaged fof 
them, ſee Exod.-xiv..2, &c. And all the children of Iſrael 
murmured again Moſes, and againſt Aaron, in which re- 
ſpect it was a figure of the church, or of a believer in a 
weak infantine ſtate of faith, as it either expects the 
bleſſings of the goſpel to be near, or the way to enjoy- 
ment of them ſmooth and eaſy: But when it finds mown- | 
tains, enemies, Canaanites; and giants in the way, and 
takes a view of its own weakneſs ; then the poor weak 
believer thinks that it is impoſſible that he ſhould ever 
come to the land of Canaan, and enjoy the free flow of 
goſpel-grace in the ſtreams of life and ſalvation ; and 
under this view, finding ſuch a weight of guilt; diſtreſs 
and farrow, attended with ſuch difficulties, wiſhes he 
had died in the wilderneſs. We- think the children of 
Iſrael were a murmuring rebellious people, which is 
true; but if we were placed in their ſituation we ſhould 


have experienced the fame murmuring hearts. 
And let us return into Egypt, which was a figure of the 
power of unbelief in driving our hearts away from God: 
For when we think that 1 promiſe fails, and 
nothing but great difficulties appear before us, how does 
the enmity of our nature riſe, and our fouls ſadly de- 
part from God? Obſerve the rebellion of our hearts atid 
alſo the unaccountable ſteps of unbelief : * ©. 
Let us return into Egypt. Could they expett- Moſes 
to be their guide, or Aaron their prieſt,' or Joſhua their 
commander, or the manna to fall from heaven, or the 
rock to flow with water, or the ſea to divide, or -the 
conducting cloud to go before them? or in ſhort their 
enemies the Egyptians to forgivet them, through whom 
their king and army were drowned, and their firſt- born 
Alain? O the madneſs and folly of unbelief ! And yet, 
alas, how doth this folly overtake us. 
. Obſerve the triumph, of Caleb's and Joſhua's faith 
in the power of God, F the Lord delight in us, then he 
will bring us into this land. Caleb and Joſhua were men 
of another ſpirit, and as ſuch they were typical of ſuch 
miniſters who are able — of the New TR 
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and ſtand faſt in the liberty of the goſpel ; and, like 
CaLEB and JosHUA, fix all their. hopes, triumphs and 
. Expectation upon God's love and complacency. in his 
people; ſaying, If the Lord delights in us, he will 
— us to enjoy all the bleſſings he has promiſed: Thus 
we ſee that the Lord's complacency in his people is the 
immoveable foundation of the fulfilment of all his pro- 
miſes; ſo then it is no matter how great our difficulties 
are, how many our enemies, if the Lord delight in us, 
the inheritance and poſſeſſion will follow. 

Ihe deſcription which Joſhua and Caleb give of the 
land is in the original very remarkable: The ten ſpies 
faid, It was a land flowing with milk and honey, and this 
is the fruit of it; but Caleb and Joſhua ſaid, It is an ex- 
ceeding good land, which in the original is ſuperlatively 
good, —exceeding, exceeding good,— good beyond expreſſion 
a lively figure of the good, the exceeding and ſuperla- 
tive good of the goſpel, containing the good-will of 
God, and the wnſearchable riches of. Chriſt ; for the love 
of Chriſt paſſeth knowledge. [End of the fourteenth 


Journey. ] 


Ver. 19. —— And pitched at Rimmon- parez. ] Six 
miles from Rithmah, and one hundred and eight miles 
from Jeruſalem. Rimmon-parez ſignifies an elevation- 
breach, or tribulation for elevation; which appears to have 
been the caſe of the children of Iſrael ; for at this en- 
campment the Lord made a great breach upon them. 

As it was here for their unbelief and murmuring 
"the Lord told them, that they ſhould know his breach o 
premiſe, Numb. xiv. 34. not of his word, promiſe, oa 
and faithfulneſs, that is impoſſible, ſee Job xxiii. 13. 
Pfalm Ixxxix. 34. Heb. vi. 18. But of their expeQa- 
tion; as they expected to enter the land of Canaan, 
but that generation did not, but died in the wilderneſs. 
The learned Dr. Gill obſerves, it ſhould be read, ye 
ſhall know my breach; that is, upon your perſons and fa- 
milies, which came to paſs at this encampment, Numb. 
xiv. 45- and may denote that tribulation the ſoul has fog 

tie- 
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vation, firſt in a ſpiritual ſenſe, when the ſoul hath, 
through the bleſſings of the Holy Ghoſt, an elevation of 

faith over fin, death and HELL, by the victory of Chriſt's 
reſurrection, righteouſneſs and power, being riſen with 
him and ſeated with him in heavenly places in Cy Jeſus. 
Secondly, when it is eleuated with love to Chriſt, that no 
name is ſo dear, feet, precious, valuable and lovely as the 
adorable name of Ixsus, no object ſo glorious, no pre- 
ſence ſo deſireable, no ſmiles ſo ſweet, no joy ſo great, 
as the joy of his ſalvation and the light of his counte- 
nance, ſaying with the ſpouſe, F ye ſee him whom my 
foul loveth, tell him that I am fick of love : Yet for this 
elevation how often has the ſoul deep tribulation, when it 
finds a change in its frame and affection, then it is ready 
to think its joys were a deception, that its triumphs « 
were a deluſion, and its hopes a mere fancy, and is fo 
caſt down thereby, that the Chriſtian refuſeth to be com- 
forted ; becauſe it had not thoſe elevations of joy con- 
ſtantly abiding upon the mind, till the Ls is 
pleaſed to wean it from the breaſts of ſenſible enjoyments, 
and lead it to center its faith and reſt its hope upon the 
unchangeable ſettlements of Jenovan's love, his Oath, 
his covenant, his perfections, power and promiſe for its 
eſtabliſhment, ſafety and abiding ſecurity, viewing 
his life, his peace, his righteouſneſs, goes and glory hid 
with Chriſt in God, &c. [End of the fifteenth jour- 


ney.) 


Ver. 20. —— Andpitched in Libnab.] Six miles from 
Rimmon-parez, and one hundred and four from Jeru- 
ſalem. Libnah ſignifies whiteneſs, or. frankincenſe : In 
which reſpect it may be figurative of the church, who 
are the true Iſrael of God, being made white, purified, 
and cleanſed by the blood of Chriſt, which cleanſeth from. 
all ſin; which made David ſay,” VWaſb me, and I ſhall be 
whiter than 2 And as it denotes frankincenſe, which 
was a chief ingredient in the perfume of incenſe under 
the law, and that incenſe repreſents the . fragrancy and 
ſupplication of the ſpirit « prayer, lie pillars of ſmoke 
12 2 8 - 
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Neu with myrrh and frankincenſe, Cant. iii. 6, Ot 
is 1 for the Chriſtian to enjoy a ſp iritual 

7 by the blood of Jeſus, and a lein favour 
the ond of Fog” i ah of the ſixteenth * 
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Ver. 21. — eee er Riſe] Six RE from 
Libnah, and one hundred miles from Jeruſalem. Rifſah 
ſignifies dropping upon, or foftening ; in which reſpect it 
may be figurative of the rich and precious bleſſings 
of the goſpel, which are ſet forth under the lively ideas 
* the dropping o/ = and the Falling of deus, Pſalm 
Ixxii. 6. "Holm xiv, 5, - As the rain drops plentifully 
and abundantly for * the earth fruitful, and 
as the dews deſcend to ſpread refrefhing life upon the 
fruits thereof, ſo the rain of divine grace and the dews 
of covenant bleſſings enrich the church with freſh life, 
fruitfulneſs; and joy; and the happy effects thereof are 
found in the enjoyment of'a tender conſcience, a purified 
mind, and a heavenly 4 frame. ¶ End of the ſeventeenth 
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Ver. 22. — Aid pieched in Kehbelathab. ] Which Wy 
ſix miles from Riſſah, and ninety-two from Jeruſalem, 
Kehelathah fi nifies, he hath gathered or aſſembled toge- 
ther . In which reſpect this journey of the children of 
Iſrael may be typical of the Lord's gathering of his peo- 
ple in Chriſt, in the covenant of grace, in the arms of 
bis love. from everiaſting ; for as Jchovah's love is free, 
incomprehenſible and glorious, ſo it is ſovereign in the 
fixation of it, which ſovereign act, is called in ſcripture 
the eladton of grace, or electing love, which love in all 
its glories, riches and unſearchable treaſures was fixed 
upon them in Chriſt, 2 Tim. i. g. for they were always 
loved, -choſen - -and- bleſſed in Chriſt, Eph. i. 3. which 
— of electing love may properly be ſaid to be a gathers 

ing of them in Chriſt, as their head of life, ſafety and 
ſecuriky, out of the pure maſs as veſſels of honour, for 


electiug love is neither more nor leſs than an. immanent 
act 
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act of Jehovah's favour fixed upon his people, and ga- 
thering them in Chriſt, as heirs to the grace Which he 
had ſettled upon them, above all the conſiderations of 
the being of ſin, as they ſtood gathered in Chriſt, as his 
jewels, his woe mee his inheruante, his portion, his pe- 
culiar people, dwelt alone in the boſom of his love,. 
that when fin had brought deſtruction upon mankind, 
and they, by virtue of their union to Adam, their na- 
tare-head, ſunk in ſin, and loſt their perfection and 
purity as creatures; yet they loſt not their intereſt in the 
electiom of grate, that ſtood ſecure like the throne of God, 
becauſe they were gathered in Chriſt before fin had a 
being, and therefote above all poſſibility of being loſt. 
by fin. And they arelikewiſe gathered to Chriſt by regene- 
rating grace and a living faith, to know him, truſt in 
him, love him and obey him. Mr. Bromley, in his trea- 
tiſe on theſe journeys, obſerves that the word Kebelathab 
ſignifies an earneſt afſembling together to worſhip God; 
which may likewiſe denote the church being gather 
together in love, union, and fellowſhip, to adore, re- 
verence, and praiſe the Lord, in maintaining the ho-. 
nour and ordinances of kis houſe, [End of the eighy 
teenth journey. ] | 


Ver. 23. —— And pitched in mount Shapher.] A 
mountain in the deſerts of Arabia, four miles from Ke- 
helathah and eighty-eight from Jeruſalem. Shapher 
ſignifies beauty, comelineſs, pleaſantneſs, or a ſiueet trum- 
pet: Which firſt may point out the beauty and glory of 
that grace that has gathered the church in Chriſt from 
everlaſting, Eph. i. 3. and to Chriſt in time, Eph. ii. 
13. likewiſe, to hear his word, embrace his ordinances, 
and to walk in his ways. Secondly, by pleaſantneſs may 
be denoted that ſolid joy and comfort which the ſoul un- 
der divine grace takes in hearing the word of God, in 
adoring the riches of divine grace, and feeding his 
faith, hope, and expectation upon the glory of the di- 
vine promiſes. Thirdly, by its ſignifying a fweet trum- 
pet it may denote the joyful ſound, as the ſweet goſpel+ 
. trumpet 


wh 


— * 
- — 


is. 


trumpet of pardon, peace, and ſalvation, which is ſweet 


to hear, ſweet to the taſte, and ſatisfying to the mind. 


End of the ninetecnth journey.) 


Ver. 24. —— And encamped in Haradah.] Four 
miles and a half from Shapher, and eighty miles from 
Jeruſalem. Haradab imports great fear : Which may 
de figurative of the manifold fears that the Chriſtian la- 
bours under, left his faith ſhoutd not be true, or his 
experience real, as he often finds ſuch weakneſs of 
faith, darkneſs of underſtanding, and wanderings 
from God. That he finds, like the children of Iſrael, 
that his experience removes from Shapher, a place of 
feveetneſs and pleaſantneſs, to Haradah, a place of fears and 
trembling. | End of the twentieth journey. ] 


Ver. 25. And W in Maſheloth.] Four miles 
from Haradah, and ſeyenty=two miles from Jeruſalem. 
Makheloth ſignifies churches, or congregations : In 
which reſpect this reſidence may be figurative of the 
various churches and congregations of the Iſrael of 
God, under the many denominations which they bear ; 
that though there may be differences in ſome circum- 
ſtantials, yet all are true believers, who worſhip God in 
the Spirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Feſus, and have no. confi- 
dence in the fleſh, theſe are the true Iſrael of God, [End 
of the twenty-firſt journey. ] J 


Ver. 26. And encamped at Tahath.)] Four miles 
from Makheloth, and ſixty- eight from Jeruſalem. Ta- 
bath ſignifies lowlineſs of mind, or contrition In which 
It ky be figurative of the threefold contrition that at- 
tends the Chriſtian: Firſt, there is a legal contrition, 
which ariſeth from a ſenſe of guilt, and diſtreſs of 
mind; likewiſe from an apprehenſion of wrath and hell 
on the account of the guiltineſs of his own ſoul. Second 
ly, There is an evangelical contrition, or melting hu- 
miliation of mind, which ariſeth from a view of bound- 


leſs mercy, pardon and forgiveneſs, and particular in- 
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tereſt therein, under the ſealings of the Holy Spirit of 
promiſe; then the Chriſtian looks upon him whom he 
hath pierced and mourns, as the true and evangelical 
tears of repentance flow from the eye of faith fixed upon a 
bleeding Feſus. Thirdly, There is true contrition of 

ſoul that flows from reflex acts of faith, under a ſenſe of 
our ingratitude for mercies received, the vileneſs of our 
natures, and the unfruitfulneſs of our lives. [End of 
the twenty-ſecond journey. } 


Ver. 27. And they pitched at Tarah.] Four miles 
from Tahath. Tarah ſignifies perception, breathing, re- 
Freſbment, or ſenſation : In which reſpect it may be figu- 
rative of that perception or underſtanding that the 
Chriſtian has of the love of God, the perſon of Chriſt, 
and the teachings of the Holy Ghoſt, as revealed in the 
Bible. As the word Tarah comes from a root which ſigni- 
fies, to make of quick underſtanding, Secondly, As 
it denotes ſenſation, it may point out that ſweet ſenſa- 
tion the Chriſtian enjoys of the glory of God's love, 
of his intereſt therein, and enjoyment thereof, as his 
portion, his inheritance, and treaſure. By refreſhment 
it may denote the happineſs'of theſe ſenſible enjoyments 
of the love of God, as it is a taſte of heaven, it 
ſtrengthens the believer's faith, encourages his hope, and 
inflames the ſoul with love to God and ſpiritual things. 
[End of the twenty-third journey. 


Ver. 28. And pitched in Mithcah.)] Four miles 
from Tarah, and fifty-ſix from Jeruſalem. Mitbeab 
ſignifies ſweetneſs : Which may prefigure the ſweetneſs 
of God's love, his preſence, his word, his ordinances, 
and his ways, when the ſoul is led to take up its reſi- 
dence therein; or it may denote the ſweetneſs of com- 
munion with God, and the ſoul's feeding by meditation 
upon the ſweetneſs of God's word, How ſweet are thy 
evords unto my taſte, yea, ſweeter than heney to my mouth, 
Pſalm cxix, 103. [End of the twenty-fourth jours» 
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Ver. 29. —— And pitched at Haſbmonab.] Eight 
miles from Mithcah. Haſbmonah ſignifies a fill diſtri- 
Sution' or gift Which may be figurative of thoſe ſtill 
diſtributions of divine favour which God gives his people 


when they have not thoſe ſweet ſealings and demonſtaati- 


ens of his love; as the ſealings of God's love are a feeling 
powerful evidence and demonſtration of an intereft 
therein: But when there are not theſe ſealing evidences, 
there are {till diſtributions of mercy from day to day, 
which maintains à hooking for the mercy of our Lord Je- 
Jus unto eternal life, Jude, ver. 21: And as the word 
ſignifies a gift, it may point out a deſirè for mercy, a 
waiting and anchoring of all our hope upon pure mer- 
cy being God's gift, which will ſurely end in ete 

life, Rom. vi. 23. [End of the twenty-fifth jour» 


ney.] 


Ver. 105 — And encamped at Meſerath.] Thirty- 
two miles from Haſhmonah; which ſignifies bonds, 
chaſtiſements, and infiru#tion, and may be figurative of 
the many bonds and afflictions the Chriſtian meets with 
in his wilderneſs- journeys or encampments: Sometimes 
he is bound in circumſtances, and ſorrow, and fear: 
at other times he is bound in his ſoul, namely, in pray- 


er, in hardneſs of heart, in unbelief, in ſtupidity, and 


darkneſs of mind: And he is likewiſe under the chaſti- 
ſing hand of God, which is often is for ſin, ingra- 
titude, and an unbecoming walk before the Lord: Yet | 
ſometimes chaſtiſements may be purely for the exerciſe 


df faith in the power, faithfulneſs, and promiſe of God 


under trying diſpenſations ; this ſeems to have been 


| Abraham's and Job's caſe, and theſe chaſtiſements 


are for our inſtruction in the beauties of providence, 
in the glory of the covenant of grace, in bringing 
us. nearer to the Lord, and in honouring his name in 
our walk and obedience, [End of the twenty- ſixth jour- 
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Ver. 31. Aud pitched in Beue-jaalan.] Which 

wis twenty-four miles from Moſeroth, and ninety-ſvx 
miles ſouth of Jerufalem. Bene-jaakan ſignifies Nek. 
tribulation, as a cart is preſſed with ſheaves. In which 
reſpect it may be figurative of the manifold and preſſing 
tribulations that the children of God are called to bear in 
their wilderneſs- journey to the heavenly Canaan : ſome- 
timestheyare 3 preſſing tribulation incircumſtan- 
des theyknownot what todo, wherets flee; nor what courſe 
to tałee; for they are preſſed with trials like a cart with 
ſheaves: in harveſt: At other times they have preſſing 
tribulation of ſoul; ſuch darkneſs — deadneſs that 
they are ready to give up their hope. As many as I love, 
ſaith Chriſt, I rebuke and chaften; Rev. ili. 19. Thus 
Abraham, Noah, Job, David, and all the prophets 
and apoſtles of the Lamb found that through much tribu- 
lation they entered into the kirigdom 3 and this is the way we 
muſt by divine grace go, for are we bettet than they? 
no, in no wiſe : For whom the Lord loveth he thaſteneth, 
and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth, Heb; xii. 10. 
End of the twenty-ſeventh journey. ] 


Ver. $2. —— Theyencamped in Hor-hagiagad. ] Twehs 
ty miles from Bene-jaakan, and a hundred and twelve 
miles from Jeruſalem. Hor-hagidgad ſignifies a pleaſant 
place, or the hill of 22 Which may prefigure the 
great deſigns _ the Lord has in leading. his people 
through deep tribulations, great diſtreſſes and ſorrows, 
namely; to bring them to the exalted heights of feli- 
eity contained in his love, : favour, and good will to 
them, as the ſure mercies of David. [End of the tweys 
ty-eighth journey. 


Ver. 33. itched in Jotbathah.] Twen 
miles from Hor-hagidgad, and one hundred and thirty- 
two miles from Jerufalem. Jotbathab ſignifies his ,good- 
eſs, in the Hebrew his good-gaodrieſs ; which the apoffle 
calls his good-pleaſure,' and the. good-pleaſure of his till, 
Eph. i. 5, 9. and the angels ſtile it his good. ia 
Lee | SL 
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towards men + Which renders it a lively figure of the 


Lord leading his people even by trials, afflictions, and 


tribulations, to take up their reſidence in his great 
goodneſs and loving-kindneſs, as it is revealed in his 
word, unfolded by his providence, and ſealed by his 
Spirit; which is that good-goodneſ5 that the Chriſtian de- 
ſires to be led into day by day, by every providence, trial 


and tribulation ; for then 
contented and bleſſeth the Lord for every 


one is the Chriſtian 


happy, 


trouble, when 


his ſoul is brought to reſt and dwell in his good-goodneſs, 


as it is the fountain lite, ſpring and ſu 
End of the twenty-ninth journey. 


And encamped at Ebronab.] Twenty 
thah. Ebronah ſignifies paſſing over, 


Ver. 34. 


miles from Jotba 


1 ” i 


pply of all good. 


weeping with ſtrong interceſſion ; Which may prefigure the 
Mn del of the — paſs over from diſtreſs, trou- 
ble, and tribulation, to the enjoyment of the Lord's 
goodneſs and loving-kindneſs. ' Weeping and inter- 
ceſſion may denote the ardent deſires of the Chriſtian, 
expreſſed by prayer and ſupplication, for the enjoyment _ 
of the bleſſings of his goodneſs, as the Lord ſaith, They 


Ver. 35. 


And encamped at Ezion-gaber.] 


Hull rome with weeping, and with ſupplications will I lead 
' them, Jer. xxxi. 9. [End of the thirtieth journey. 


Twen- 


ty- eight miles from Ebronah, and one hundred and ſe- 
venty-four miles ſouth of Jeruſalem. King Solomon 
made his navy of ſhips here, which he ſent to Ophir to 
fetch gold, 1 Kings ix. 16. Ezion-gaber ſignifies the 
the flrong man, or the /irong and migb- 


" counſel of flrenyth, 
2 fi which reſpect it may be 2 e 
0 Iſrael, the 


one . 


| rd Jeſus Chriſt, who is the /frengt 
" wonderful or ſtrong counſellor, the man of God's right 


of the 


hand, made ſtrong for himſelf, the MioHTY One, 


that ſpeaks in righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave. 


The counſel of 


* Brength may denote the firmneſs, ſtrength, and Rtability 


being built upon infinite faith 


of the counſel 95 peace that was betzveen them both, the Fa- 


fulneſs, 
ratified 


43) 
ratified by oath, and ſealed by Chriſt's precious blood. 
The ſtrong Man may denote the power and authority 
of the Man Jeſus in union with God: As ſuch he is 
the God- man, or the GLORY-MAx, made ſtrong by this 
near union of the divine and human natures in one 
perſon, and therefore he will ever appear the mighty one, , * 
mighty to ſave ta the utterms/?. {End of the thirty-firſt 


Journey. | 


Ver. 36. And pitched in the wilderneſs of Zin, | 
which is Kadeſh,] Forty-eight miles from ad 
and one hundred and twenty miles from Jeruſalem, . 
Zin ſignifies ſharp, or thorny, and it was at this en- 
campment that Moſes and Aaron had the ſharp trial of 
their ſiſter Miriam's death, and the people's ſore and 
grievous murmuring againſt the Lord and againſt them ; 
ſee Numb. xx. 1 Le. Here Moſes ſpake unadviſedly 
with his lips, and for not ſanctifying the Lord he was 
not allowed to enter the land of promiſe. Kadeſb ſig- 
nifies ſanctification; which often denotes inward purity, . 
ſpirityalhry, and a mind purged from dead works ; but 
here it points out that reverence, honour, faith, and 
obedience which God requires as the acknowledgement 
of his power in his word; for we find that the Lord 
ſaid to Moſes and Aaron, Ye believed me not to ſanctiſy me. 
[End of the thirty-ſecond journey. ] | 


Ver. 37: And pitched in mount Hr.] Forty- 
eight miles from Kadeſh, and eighty-eight miles from 
Jeruſalem. Aaron died upon this mount: See Numb. 

chap. xx. 28. Arad the king of the Canaanites here 
broke in upon the Iſraelites, and took ſome of them 

priſoners. From mount Hor the country of the Ca- 
naanites was called Hormah, which denotes utter de- 
Airuction, and may point out the final death of fin, and 
the utter deſtruction of all the Canaanites and corrup- 
tions of our nature, by Jeſus the victorious Captain of 
ſalvation. [End of the thirty-third journey. ] - Fl 
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Ver. 41. — And pitched in Zalmonab.] Twenty- 
eight miles from mount Hor, and eighty miles from Je- 

falem. Zalmonah ſignifies a gift, or ſhade or ſhadow : 
In which reſpe& it may be figurative of that victory over 
the corfuptions of our nature ; which victory is the gift 
of God: And the ſhade may denote that ſweet ſhade of 
peace and tranquillity that the ſoul hath under every 
freſn victory by faith in Jeſus. Likewiſe it may point 
out the delight the Chriſtian takes in dwelling under the 
ſhadow of Chriſt's preſence, blood, and righteouſneſs ; 
that as a ſhade or ſhadow is cooling, refreſhing, and de- 
lightful to a weary traveller, ſo is the interpoſing ſhade 
of our divine Immanuel: I ſat down under his ſhadow 
with great delight, and his fruit was ſweet to my taſte, Cant. 
it. 3. [End of the thirty- fourth Journey. 


Ver. 42. -— And pitched in Punon.] Twenty miles 
from Zalmonah, and fixty-four miles from Jeruſalem. 

ſignifies a high-place, or pinnacle, or beholding. Moſes 
here lifted up the braſen ſerpent in the wilderneſs, which 
was upon an high and conſpicuous place in the camp of 
Iſrael, that the children of Iſrael which were bitten by 
the fiery ſerpents might the more eaſily ſee it and live; 
for it is written, They that beheld the e braſs lived : 
In which reſpe& it may point forth Chrift's being lifted 
up in the gaſpel, or the exaltation of his name, perſon, 
| and ſalvation upon the high-place or mountain of Zion, 
| that whoſoever looketh to him, or believeth him, might 
| not periſh, but have eternal life. [End of the thirty fifth 


journey. ] 


Ver. 43. —— And . m Obqth.) Twenty-four 
miles from Punon, and fifty-fix from Jeruſalem. Oboth _ 
| ſignifies bottles, or defires ; and here the children of 
Ifrael filled their bottles with water; the place was 
therefore called a place of defrres ; as the bite of the ſer- 
had left a thirſt upon them; which may render it 
Fourative of the thirſt of the ſoul under a ſenſe of ſin, 


and 


( 4% ) 
agd ſignify that the place of the ſprings of mercy, or 
the place' where they. may, find Colic of the water of 
life, is a place of deſires, Plalm Ixxxiv. 1, 2. [End of 
the thirty-ixth journey. ] 


Ver. 44. —— And pitched in Jje-abarim.] Sixteen 
miles from Oboth, and fifty-two mules from Jeruſalem, 
Ije-abarim ſignifies a congregation, or paſſage In which 
reſpect it may be figurative of the congregation of Zion, 
and of the true Iſrael of God, and of the church of the 
firfl-born, who are written in heaven. Jje- abarim, ſigni- 
fying a paſſage, may denote the deſire of the church to. 
enjoy the goſpel or miniſterial paſſage through this wil- 
derneſs ; likewiſe a ſafe and happy paſſage through Jor- 
dan's ſtreams to the heayenly Canaan. [End of the 
_ thirty-ſeventh journey. ] SOX TRI] 


Ver. 45. ——» And pitched in Dibon- gad.] Sixteen 
miles from Tje-abarim, and fifty-twqmiles from Jeruſalem, 
Dibon-gad denotes the abundance of. unger/tanding, or the 
building of happineſs : In which reſpect it may be typical 
of the enlarged underſtanding of the children of God 
in the deeps of providence and the myſteries of grace, 
in the perſon of Chriſt, in the preciouſneſs of the pro- 
miſes, and the glory of the ordinances of his houſe, 
and of the renewed obligations which they are under to 
live to his praiſe. Its denoting the building of happineſs 
may be typical of the happineſs, joy, and conſolation of 
the children of God being built up by the Holy Ghoſt 
#n their moſt holy faith, nave the miniftration of the word 
pf God. [End of the thirty-eighth journey. ] 


Ver. 46. —— And encamped in Almon-diblathaim.} 
Sixteen miles from Dibon-gad, and forty miles from 
Jeruſalem. Almon-diblathaim ſignifies hidden: In which 
reſpect it may prefigure the 4 hidden life of a 
Chriſtian, which is hid intirely from the men of the 
world, becauſe the God of this world has blinded their 
eyes. It is likewiſe often hid from their own view an 
apprehenſion, and it is happy for them that it is hid, 


namely 


( 46 ) 

namely, in Chriſti, in the covenant of grace, in the 
counſels of God, and in all the purpoſes and promiſes 
of his Tove ; for when Chriſt, who is their life, ſhall appear, 
then they ſhall alſo appear with him in glory, Col. iii. 4. 
End of the thirty-ninth journey. | 


Ver. 47. And pitched in the mountains of Abarim.] 
Which was a range of mountains; one part was called 
Nebo, and the top of that Piſgah : It lay near mount 
Peor, over-againſt Jericho, — was ſixteen miles from 
Almon- diblathaim, and thirty-two miles from Jeruſalem. 
Abarim ſignifies paſſing over, or paſſages, ſo called from 
the paſſages over Jordan that lay near toit : Which may 
be figurative of the many — — and ways in provi- 
dence, through which the Iſrael of God are brought to 
go over the — of tribulation to their heavenly Ca- 
naan. Many, like the children of Ifrael, ftay long at 
Abarim, that is, at the paſſages, before they go over all 
their tribulations, to that reſt that remains for the 
people of God. [End of the fortieth journey. ] 


Ver. 48 —— And pitched in the 2 of Moab, by 
Jordan, near Jericho.] Jericho was ſixteen miles from 
Abartm, and Jordan was the name of a pleaſant river, 
- which divided the land of Galilee from Judea. The 

Tfraelites were to paſs over Jordan to the land of pro- 
miſe; and as it denotes a. going down, it is a 2 figure 

of the paſſage the Chriſtian takes through the wilderneſs 
as often bowed down under the troubles and trials that 
he meets with. Jordan likewiſe ſignifies a river F 
judgment, as it is a figure of death, which came by fin, 
and on account of fin we have the river of Jordan to 
pal over before we can enter the heavenly Canaan. - But 
let us remember that it is in the plains of Moab, which 
fignifies a father; there we ſhall ſay, * My father, my 
© God; for this Gad is our Cod for ever and ever, and will 
be our guide unto death. Jordan was near Jericho, which 
ſignifies a ſwweer-ſmell : There we ſhall find the faveet- 
ſmelling ſavour of Chriſt's death, Eph. v. 2. which wl 
rants: make 
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„ * 
make our paſſage ſweet, ſafe, and 7 over 
death itſelf: O death, where is thy ling? [End of the 
forty- firſt journey. ] > . 

. 1 - 


Ver. 49. And they pitched by Jordan from Beth- 
| 7efanath, | As the children of Iſrael KA aligns river 
of Jordan, which divided them from the land, in this 
reſpect ſome think that Jordan was figurative of the 
valley of death, the Chriſtian's laſt paſſage to glory. 
Betb-jeſimoth ſignifies a cauſe of deſolation, or the laying ap 
by flores : Which may be figurative of the Aare, the 
houſe appointed for all living, and of the diſſolution of 
the body by worms: And it may be figurative of the 
final diſſolution or deſtruction of the body of fin and 
death And as the word ſignifies laying up of flores, it 
may be figurative of thoſe ſtores or treaſures of com- 
fort laid up in the covenant of grace in a dying hour 
for the children of God, when they ſhall fear no evil, 
and depart from the ſhades of grief and ſorrow to the 
. realms of glory, Pſalm xxiii. 4. John xiv. 3. [End of 
the forty-ſecond journey. ] | 


Remarks upon the Lord's love to his people, and his 
tender care of them: Firſt, by the pillar of the cloud 
by day, and the pillar of fire by night, And the Lau 
- went before them by day in à pillar à cloud, to lead them 
the way ; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; 
to go by day and night. He took not away the pillar of the 
cloud by day, ner the pillar of fire by night, from before the 

people, Exod. xiii. 21, 22. For the Lord is a mercifad 
God, he will not forſake thee, neither deſtroy thee, nor far- 
get the covenant of thy fathers which he ſware unto them. 
Did ever people hear the voice of God ſpeaking out of the 
midſt of the fire, as thou haſt heurd and live, Deut. iv. 31, 

3- This pillar of a cloud and a pillar of fire were a 
ſtanding emblem of the Lord's preſence with his peo- 
ple; as when the pillar of the cloud moved before 
them, they marched forwards by days; and when the 
pillar of fire moved by night, the people moved forwards 
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by night; and as it did not depart from them by day nor 
by night, it was a lively emblem of God's being per- 
petually the church's guide to lead them through all 
the changes of providence and various frames of ſoul, 
till he brings them to Canzan's land. As the apbſtle 
expreſſeth it, God was with the church in the wilderneſs 
„ onnty Ae 37792 45 + | | 
Note, firſt, When ' Iſrael, that is the church, came 
_ . firſt out of Egypt, ſhe is ſtiled by the Holy Ghoſt ꝝ child, 
Hoſ. xi. 1. denoting her weak infant ſtate; therefore 
tme Lord did not put her off with a bare promife, but 
gave her the moſt ſtrong and full” demonſtration of his 
| -Ptefence and power; as a child will not be put off with 
the promiſe of the bre, but muſt have it and enjoy. 
it: So the church being weak like a child, the Lord af- 
forded a viſible ſign of his preſence, namely the pillar 
7 @ cloud, and the Lord is ſaid to be in the cloud. Not 
at we are to ſuppoſe God confined in a cloud; no, 
his immenſity, omniſcience, and omnipotence, fill 
heaven, earth, and hell; but the cloud was his reſidence 
for direction to Iſrael through the pathleſs wilderneſs, 
as it ſhone with peculiar brightneſs and glory: And 
this is the glory of the Old Teſtament, that it had 
many glorious appearances of the great God in a very 
familiar way. | | . * 
Note, ſecondly, This cloud was a figure of Chriſt: 
Hence it is called, The Lord their God's going before them, 
Deut. i. 31, 33. which points out Chriſt the leader of his 
people, Hoſ. xi. 3, 4. r them by the arms and teaching 
them to go : I am, ſaith he, the way, the truth, and the Ife; 
the way to walk in, the truth to walt by, and the life to 
wall with. And as the cloud led Iſrael through un- 
known ways ſafe to Canaan's land, ſo Chriſt is the 
ſure guide to the ſoul through all the unknown paths 
-of: providence and grace to glory. And as the cloud 
moved without any human affiſtance (becauſe Jehovah 
dwelt therein) fo the Lord moves in His love without 
Any human concurrence in the diſpeſiſations of his pro- 
hey — and operations of his grace for the 9 
N. | nis 


5 

bis choſen. And as ſome obſerve this cloud was like a 
pillar or monument, the broad bottom of which co- 
vered the whole camp, Pfalm cv. 39. it was a lively em- 
blem of the monument of his love to his chureh; and 
as this cloud had a ſingular glory or brightneſs peculiar 
to itſelf, it was a figure of Chriſt as the glory of his 
- -- rr | 9 
ä the third. The uſefulneſs of this cloud ap- 
's, in that it not only protected the Iſraelites from 
the Egyptians, but it likewiſe was a covering and a re- 


freſhing ſhade from the exceſſive heats which are pecu- 


1iar to the deſarts of Arabia from its climate and over- 
flowing ſands, which are ſo great, that it is reported 
that a drove of camels, from a flow of wind, with their 
drivers, will be all buried and heard of no more. Now the 
cloud covering the camp muſt be exceedingly refreſhing to 
the tribes of Iſrael in ſuch a ſituation ; in which reſpect 
it was a lively figure of the covering and refreſhing 
ſhade of Chriſt's blood, righteouſneſs, and atonement, 
while paſſing through this deſart land. And as this 
cloud was fo large as to cover (very probably) a million 
of ſouls, which undoubtedly took up a £4 miles of 
1 it renders it a lively figure of Immanuel's 


undleſs love to his church. Rabbi Eliezer calls the 


cloud the divine ſbelinab, the excellent mayeſly & + Gad. 
Thus we ſee that Iſrael ſaw the glory of the · Meſſiah's 
days through the cloud, as it ſha | 
glory, who' was to come and tabernacle among them, 
whoſe- preſence is life, protection, and peace to the 
church; on which account it is called the cloud of the 
Lord, Exod. xl. 38. becauſe it was his reſidence or 
the medium of his preſence with his people, fo is the 
man Chriſt Jeſus the medium of grace and glory to his 
church, Heb. i. 3. 0 900, 
' Remark'the fourth, namely, The Lord's love of delight 
to his people, For the nay is. his people; Jatob is 
the lot of his inheritance. He found him in a deſert land, 
an in the waſte howling wilderneſs ; he led him about, be 
Mructed him, he kept him as _ apple of his eye. As an 


eagle 


owed forth the ting of 
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e 
young, ſpreadeth 
u n on hen wings, 
Heut. XXII. 9, 10, 11. Far the Lord's: portion is his 
people 3. Jacob is the lot of, bis — — Which the bi- 
' hops tranſlation renders, 'For the Lord's part is his people. 
This is the reaſon why the Lord ſo early provided-a'por- 
tion or inhexitance for the children of Iſraebin. the land 
of Canaan ; becauſe they were his part, his portion, 
his inberlanee, which he choſe by lot for himſelf, or 
allottedito himſelf; hom he choſe to be his ſpecial and 
peculiar people; for though all the world is:his, he _ 
has reſerved a part for himſelf, which he ſeparated from all 
the reſt, and conſiders as his portion and inheritance, 
ſee Pſalm xxxiii. 12, thus the ſpiritual Iſrael of God, 
as they are his people, whom he has choſen, taken into 
covenant, given to Chriſt, and are redeemed: and ſaved 
by him; they are his part or portion, ſeparated by diſtin- 
guiſhing grace from the reſt of the world; and are the 
Anheritance of Chriſt, who is appointed heir of all 
things, and is an unalienable inheritance; and ob- 
tained by lot, or rather is meaſured out by a rod or line; 
by the line of electing grace, by which the church and 
people of God are circumſcribed, marked out, and 
diſtinguiſhed from others; and by the line, and rule of 
the ſacred ſcriptures, which is the meaſure and ſtan- 
dard of faith and practice, of worſhip. and diſcipline 
to them. Note, How the Lord may be his people's 
portion, may be reſolved by that fulneſs of happineſs 
they enjoy in him and from him; but that his people 
ſhould be his portion, O amazing! O matchleſs grace, 
and wonders of divine love Fhis can only be xefolved 
into the richneſs of his grace and the great delights which 
Me takes in his people; for he takes the ſame delight in 
them as he takes in himſelf, ſo that when he laid out the 
vaſt love of his heart upon them, it was in the higheſt 
DRGRBE, how MUCH he could love them, how -mIGHLY 
ne could exalt them, and what qLoR he could beſtaw 
vpon them; therefore he calls them his portion, his jerur 
47, und the richas of bis inberitance, the dearly n 
ee N Nr «24.33 \ 
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love, ſo he doth for ever reſt. in; his love to them, Zep 
ii, 17. Which appears in that his caumſel, his Fquenants 
creation, redemption; and providence, , the. gift of 
Chriſt, and all the communications of his grace to his, 
choſen, are but the expreſſions or out-breakin s of the 
great love twherewith he hath loved - them ; nay, glory itſelf 
through. all eternal ages will be but the out-let. of that 
vaſt love that Jehovah took up in his eternal mind, to his 

ple as his PoRTION. Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, 1 John iv. 100. 

2 Found him in a deſert land, and in the waſte bowling 
wilderne _ That is, the Lord found Iſrael there; 
which ſome think may be underſtood of the wilderneſs, 
m Egypt, Ezek. xx. 55 in which they were in a wil- 
derneſs forlorn captive ſtate, and out of which the Lord 
brought them; but rather by the deſert- land here we ate 
to underſtand the deſert of Arabia, which was a waſte 
howling wilderneſs, where there were neither trees nor 
graſs, nor waters flowed, nor birds, nor us man dwelt 3 
a place where nothing but want, miſery, and diftreſs 
appeared. In this ſituation was the churc In the wilder- 
neſs, Acts vii. 38. which Tenders it a lively emblem of 
our ſtate of unregeneracy, and may be fitly compared to 
a deſert or howling wilderneſs for its loſt miſerable ſtate ; 
in which ſtate the Lord found us wandering like 4% 
foeep ep, and ſo he finds all kis people as conſidered under 

the fall, when he calls them by his grace; Eph. ii. 1, 

2, 3- For being found does not imply here a being faund 
by chance, but by appointment, and with the greateſt 
delight, Hoſ. ix. 10. for ſome read the words, He found 
him and Jup upported him in a deſert land; which ſets forth 
the proviſions of his love, and the ſufficiency of divine 
grace to ſupply all our needs, as Iſrael was ſupplied 
with manna, with.bread from heaven, with water from 
the rock, with raiment, and refreſhing ſhades from the 
cloud; ſo his ſpiritual Iſrael are ſupplied with heavenly 
al with: the water of 1 ife, with the nabe 
2 


- ef Chriſt, with the ordinances __ houſe, and with 
* refreſhing times from the preſence of the Lord. © | 

7. 2 him {in That is, { was the pleaſure of the 
Lord to lead his people by the way of the wilderneſs, 
and to continue their journeying therein for forty years, 
when, had it been his pleaſure, he might have brought 
them to the land of Canaan in about ten days. But the 
Lord led them about for their murmuring and unbelief, 
Numb. xiv. 25. which renders it a lively figure of the 
fovereign pleaſure of God in leading his choſen people 
from their ſpiritual bondage to the heavenly Canaan ; 
for, was it his pleaſure, he could immediately ſanctify 
them, and make them meet for and take them to glory, 
but he is pleaſed, for his name's ſake, to lead them in pro- 
vidence and in grace, to try their faith and love to his 
name, and to prove his own faithfulneſs and promiſe to 
them, according to his word. Though the words may 
be read, He ſurrounded him, or compaſſed him about, that 
is, with his love and favour as with a ſhield, and kept 
him therein as in a garriſon ; and this idea of the words 
ſeems moſt genuine, for the Lord is ſpeaking of his 
kindneſs to Iſracl, and of his protection and tender care 
of them in the wilderneſs. | 

He inſtructed them. The biſhops tranſlation renders 
it, He gave him under/ianding. That is, in the myſteries 
of His will, in the deſigns of his providence, and in the 
methods of his grace by the glorious Meſſiah; in which 
Iſrael was inſtructed by types, ſhadows, and ſacrifices: 
And this inſtruction points out the ſpiritual inſtruction 
that the Lord affords his people in the knowledge of 
themſelves; and of the way of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
of the depths of his grace, and of the great obligations 


e Dr debate rg At TP — — I 
* * * — — kts. td — — 


which they are under to live to his glory. The word in 


the original ſignifies, He cauſed him to under/land ; which 
{tt illuftrates the Lord's love to his people. at's 

H Fept him as the 2 his eye. In the: moſt 
careful and tender manner: The apple of the eye is an 
| 1 which lets in rays of light into the retina or 
+ ehamber were the images of things are formed; this 
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is wonderfully guarded in n 
of the eye, which is ſtrong and bony, and the eye-lids,” 
which in ſleep are cloſed, to prevent any my falling 


ature, for beſides the orbie 


into the eye to diſturb it; and the eye-brows which are 


fringed with hair to break off the rays of light which 
ſometimes would be too ſtrong for it; beſides all theſe, 
there are no leſs than fix tunics or coats to keep or pre- 
ſerve it. Thus Jehovah keeps his ſpiritual Iſrael, who 
are parts of himſelf, one with him, near and dear to him ; 
and about whom he ſets guard upon guard, employs all 
his perfections as they are glorified in the death of 
Chriſt to ſecure them, and conſtantly watches over 
them night and day, and his promiſe of grace is to ſupply 
them, and keeps them from all evil and every enemy, 
and preſerves them ſafe to his kingdom and glory. 

And as the eagle ſpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh her 
young, beareth them on her wings. That is, ſpreads forth 
her wings when ſhe flutters over her young to inſtruct 
them ; this ſhe does in order to take up her young and 
carry them on her wings: It is ſaid that eagles fly round 
their neſt, and vary their flights for the inſtruction of 
their young ; and afterwards taking them on their backs, 
they ſoar with them aloft, in order to try their ſtrength, 
ſhaking them off into the air ; and if they perceive them 
too weak to ſuſtain themſelves, they with ſurpriſing 
ſwiftneſs fly under them again, and receive them on 
their wings to prevent their fall: Thus the Lord's love 
to the people of Iſrael, his care of them, and his 
ſtrength to bear and carry them ſhines forth, for he did 
bear them as on eagles wings, and carried and ſaved 
them all the days of old ; even Chriſt the angel of Je- 
hovah's preſence, ſee Ifaiah Ixiii: 9. And all. this in a 
ſpiritual and evangelic ſenſe may be expreflive of the 
gracious dealings of God with his ſpiritual Iſrael; 
teaching and enabling them to mount up with wings as 
eagles, to ſoar aloft in the exerciſe of faith, hope, and 
love, entering thereby within the vail into the holieft of. 
all, and living in the conſtant and comfortable · expecta- 
tion of heaven and happineſs ; and of the Lord's taking 


— ” wa + 


— 
* WP — 


e as lh phe! 705 "Tt. 4 Eg Vir Dee 
his people up from the low eſtate in which: they. are, nd 
raiſing them up to near communion with kimſelf, bear- 
ing them on his heart, in his hands, and on his arm, ſup- 
porting them under all their afflictions, and carrying 


ternal glory and happineſs. h 


REMARKS from the WHOLE. 


But perhaps, Dear Reader, thou art ready to ſay, 
How ſhall I know that I am an heavenly traveller ? 

« I anſwer in a few inquiries, Haſt thou ever ſeen thine 
Egyptian bondage ? Has the plague of fin in thy nature 
been ever revealed? Haſt thou viewed the exceeding /inful- 


nd ſpirituality, condemning thee for thine iniquity, the 
impurity of thy nature ? Haſt thou found thy ſoul in 
#fibulation and anguiſh on the account of fin ? Has the 
ſound of mercy been precious to thy ſoul ? and the way 
of redemption through the ſea of the Saviour's ſufferings 
been dear to thee ? Haſt thou been led to value the Sa- 
viour's ſufferings, ' righteouſneſs, and reſurrection, as 
the onl foundasten of thy hope, reſt, refuge, and 
eace of thy mind, and been brought from Rameſes, that 
is, from the thunder of mount Sinai to Succoth, yy is, 
to the covering blood and righteouſneſs of the Lord Je- 
ſus? Has the heavenly manna been ſweet to thy ſoul, 
food for thy hungry mind? Haſt thou found thy ſoul 
repleniſhed and ſatisfied therewith ? Is it the deſire of 
thy ſoul to hear of him, to commune with him, to en- 
joy his preſence, and feel his BANNER over thee to be 
ove ?' Then thou art an heavenly traveller, one that is; 
going to glory, and art in the high-road to heaven. 
Haſt thou not been led to pitch at Etham, that is, to the 
perfection of ſafety, ſecurity that there is in Chriſt's 
. petſon, blood, rightequſneſs, and love to poor ſinners, 
nor this thy perfection, thy life, thy alł? And haſt 
= thou not been led from [thence to pitch at Pi-babiroth, 
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them through all their trouble and difficulties fafe to e- 


meſs of fin, and the law in its perfection, purity, power, 
00 fy ine iniq\ 


that 
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Mat is, in great ftraits and trials, both of body and 
ul? and there thou haſt ſeen delivering mercy app 
ſor thee. Then why, ſoul fhouldeſt thou fear being 
an heavenly traveller? Since the Lord hath led thee tß 
drink of the waters of Marab, that is, waters of bitterneſs, Þ} 
which is a mark of his love, and thou haſt ſeen Ch 
= of farrows, caſt into theſe: waters for thee, if ſo, | 
hen why,.O foul, art thou afraid Remember 
that delivering mercy does not prevent returning wants, 
ſtraits, and trials for the Lord often delivers his people 
out of one trial to bring them into another, and yet all 
is in love, for the trial of their faith, that they may en- 
joy the ſure mercies of David; for, he often calls them to 
caſt their faith at a venture upon his word, when all rea- 
ſon fails them; but in ſuch caſe, divine faithfulneſs 
will never fail thee, though. thou art called to truſt an 
abſent God, to wait for mercies reſerved, and to believe 
things impoſſible, to ſenſe and reaſon, thy hope ſhall 
nat be aſhamed; for God will invert the order of na- 
ture, that is, he will open a way, through the ſea, and 
rivers in high places, but he will make his promiſe ſhine 
to thy foul, ſee Iſaiah xli. 17, x8. 
Perhaps thou art ready to ſay, I hope my ſoul hath 
pitched at Etham, that is, in the perfection of the love 
of God, and in the perfect righteouſneſs of Jeſus, as 
my ſtanding hope and ſecurity for heaven. In this my 
foul delights, and: with ſincerity I can ſay, I delight to 
hear of Chriſt in his name, perſon, glories and. love; 
for it is his great, mercy, — and grace, that is my 
| hope it is here I dwell, it is here my ſoul reſides ; but 
I fear I am not an heavenly traveller. 
7 Why, ſoul, doth thou fear? Hath not the Lord 
led thee to Dophkah, that is, to the place of ſupplication 
and prayer, ſor his preſence, love, and power, and from 
thence to Aluſb, that is, to ſee that the leaven of grace ſhall 
never die, but diffuſe itſelf a- freſn with life and vi- 
| gour, from Chriſt thy vital head of life: And from | 
| thence hath not the Lord led thee to  Libnaby were 
the deſires of thy ſoul hath aſcended to heaven like pi. 
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lars of ſmoke, perfumed with myrrh and franlincenſe, 
| that is, with all the odours and favours' 27 the 110 
Ghoſt, for more ſtrength, grace, peace, life and: li- 
berty. Then why, poor ſoul, ſhouldeſt thou queſtion 
32 Chriſt's love to the. S365 ro | 
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Hlaſt thou any reaſon to queſtion his love to his ele&, 
t the angels around the throne, to the ſaints in glory? 
Perhaps thou art ready to ſay no: Yet thou haſt 

the ſame reaſon, if any reaſon can be found to queſtion 
his love to them as thou haſt to thee. How doth thou 
& know that he hath loved them? If you ſay by his 
word.“ What doſt thou believe his word concerni 
them, and not concerning thyſelf, when the ſame w 
that reveals his love to them, reveals his love to thee, 
ſee Ia. xliii. 1, 4. Xxv. 44. 22. | 15 ; 
Haſt thou not likewiſe been led to pitch at Mithcab, 
- thatis, inthe ſweetneſs of God's love, as it is diſplayed 
in the volume of the book, that no ſweetneſs hath been 
Jo fweet to thy ſoul, no joy like that to thy\mind, no 
pleaſures like communion with thy God, no reſidence 
like the boſom of thy. beloved. hat, and yet doubt, 
and art afraid thou ſhalt never arrive at heaven? 
What ſhall I ſay to thee, would thou not think it ſtrange 
for the faints in glory to doubt their Saviour's. love to 
them? And. why not then as ſtrange for thee, for can 
he love them more than he hath loved thee, . Jer. xxxi. 3 
Zeph. iii. 17. FUR -1:20 
But perhaps thou art ready to ſay, I am vile. 80 
were they; but I am oppreſſed, ſo were they; but 
I am full of unbelief and hardneſs of heart, ſo were 
they; but I am tempted, troubled, and diſtreſſed on 


darkneſs, and diſtraction, © ſo did they.“ I find I want 
na beart to duty, a heart in duty, a heart to love, a heart 
to praiſe, a heart to pray, ſo did they.“ I find I want 
. ey, life, peace, and righteouſneſs every moment, 
o did they.“ But, alaſs, I am all weakneſs, wants, 
= and miſcries, © ſo were they.” Yet the heirs of right 
— eaguineſs and the children of God, Rev. vii, | 


ö ſide, © ſo were they; but I find ſuch: deadneſs, 


"Therefore I 


170 
Therefore, poor ſoul, as it is impaſſible thou canſt 
want more than they wanted, then there remains no 
ground of doubt for thee. What if thy fins are mul- 
titudes, thine iniguities without number, thy tranſ- 
graſſes like the hairs of thine head, why ſhould thefe 
diſtreſs thee ? Since it is the Saviour's work to pardon 
thine, alone to praiſe, and it is all one with him to 
pardon thy ten thouſand times ten thouſand fins as'oNE 
ſee Ifaiah iii. 18. xliii. 25. Canſt thou take a view o 
the complete ſalvation, that hell is ſubdued, death is 
conquered, that ſin is finiſhed, that the law is fulfilled, 
that juſtice is ſatisfied, God glorified, and yet doubt F 
When a view of theſe things affords: ſuch a conhdence 
of ſoul, and ſuch a ſure foundation of ſalvation; what 
an make thee thus afraid? Is it thy wants, thy bound- 
feſs wants, that thou ſtandeth in need of the comfort of 
every bleſſing, of every promiſe, of every good word 
n the book of God, that thou wants righteouſneſs, 
fe, peace, and pardon ? So did Abraham, and yet did 
not doubt, but was Hrong in faith. So did David and yet 
praiſed the Lord. So did Mary Magdalen, yet loved much. 
So did Paul, yet knew in-whom he had believed, © So that 
wants are no arguments, for doubts but for faith. The 
more then, poor ſoul, are thy wants, the more faith, 
the Lord will give thee ; for if thou hadſt no miſery, 
were would be the glory of the Saviour's merey? And 
if thou hadſt no wants, thou couldſt not be faved by 
grace. If thou hadſt no weakneſs, where would be the 
glory of his power? If thou hadſt no iniquities, were 
would be the glory of Chriſt's blood, love, and atone- 
ment, in thy ſalvation. 
So that it makes no alteration (in the matter of ſal4 
vation) how many are thy wants, trials and tribula- 
tions; unleſs thy wants are greater than Chriſt's fuls 
neſs, thy trials greater than his ſtrength, thy tribula- 
tions more than his conſolations : If ſo, then go on 
and doubt; but if not, O ye of little faith, wh 
deft+ thou dpubt. For no ſqul can poſſibly periſ that 


| has any love to Jeſus and his ſalvation, for it is ns | 
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BE thoſe.that will have none of Chrift that periſh ; there- 
fore it is no preſumption for a poor periſhing ſoul to 
EF ay, Lord and my God. „ bana. 
Hut it may be thou art ready to ſay, the Lord has led 
me to Haradab, a place of great fear. What then 
oor ſoul. thou art yet right? for this was the way the 
Lord led Abraham, Gen. xii. 11. and Iſaac, Gen. xxvi. 
7. and Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 7. Job iii. 25. and David, 
1 Kings xxiv. 14. but then remember it was not fear 
of intereſt, but fear of life, that diſtreſſes them, 
which ſhews that there may be true faith; nay, 
faith of intereſt in that ſoul when there is many fears 
of this nature. So that thy fears and the changes 
of thy lively ſpiritual frames, make no change in the 
love of God to thee, Iſaiah liv. 10. Mal. iii. 6. 
Flas not thy ſoul been led to Haſhmonah, that is, to 
enjoy the ſtill diſtribution of mercy falling from heaven 
like a dew upon thee, from day to day, time to time, 
though it may be thou haſt not enjoyed the ſeal of aſ- 
ſurance of faith. Yet as the leaſt drop of rain is rain, 
or the leaſt grain of gold is gold, ſo the leaſt meaſure of 
grace in thy ſoul is glory begun. And thou mayeſt 
neither in life nor death, enjoy no - mofe than the 
Fill diftributions of mercy, yet they will fafely land-thee 
in glory. But how ſhall I know. that I enjoy the * 0 
ping dews of mercy ? I anſwer, Does thy ſoul ſeek for 


Art thou waiting for mercy ? Anchorifg all thy hope 
upon pure mercy. Wilt nothing but forgiving mercy 
ſatisfy thee ? Doſt thou love to hear of it, to read of 
it, to meditate upon it? Then thy ſoul ſhall never 


3 85 theſe that hope in his mercy, to deliver their fouls from 
death, Pſalm cxlvii. 11. '*., * 
E __ Haſt thou not been led to Shapher © That is, to be- 
hold the beauty of the church of Chriſt, with her 
& elders, paſtor, officers, ordinances, and diſcipline, as. 
te praſſe of the whole earth. And to ſee the beauty and. 


— Chriſt 


2 


mercy ? Admire the way of mercy through Chriſt. 


iſh, For the Lord takes pleaſure in thoſe that fear him, 


= glory of that grace that has gathered the church in 
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Chriſt from everlaſting, Eph. i. 3. and to Chri 
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time, and as Shapher denotes not only beauty but pe. 


 fantneſs, haſt thou not beheld. with facred pleafure the  * 
ordinances of Chriſt's houſe, in the - adminiſtration,” 


and deſired to be a partaker thereof? And if thou art 
favoured with union and communion with the church 
of God, haſt thou not found thy ſoul refrefhed thereby, 
that it has been .food for thy faith, life for thy ſoul ? 


Then foul fear not, for thou art a traveller to mount 


Zion, the city of God. 


, c 
And haſt thou not likewiſe been led to Jotbathah ? That 


is, to ſee the Lord's goodneſs, in the proviſion which he 
has made, and the Saviour which he has revealed, and 


ſeen the good pleaſure of his will diſplayed in counſel, co- 
wenant, and promiſe to thee, and that the glory of his 
thoughts, love and grace are thereby made known, 
- which explains, as it is in the Hebrew, his good-good- 


; that is, the higheſt degree of good: Good in a 


ſuperlative way beyond expreſſion, as ſaith the pſalmiſt, 


Pſalm xxvi. 7. How excellent is thy Ioving-kindneſs, O 
God. Then thou haſt nothing to do but to walk in o- 
bedience to his ways, to. adore thy Saviour, who is thy 


leader, and praife the grace which has led thee by a FJ 


right way to bring thee to à city of habitation. 
And canſt thou be loſt while 7 


thee, they can never fink thee z becauſe thy God, 


Jeſus is with thee, therefore remember that thy /alvation is 


us is thy guide? Tho? 
waves and troubles attend thee, and the b:/lows paſs over 
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near, the haven is open, the paſſage free, and Immanu- ©: 


el's land is near, and that thy. Jeſus will leadthee thro” the 


valley of death; yet know, that glory ſtands at death's -; 
© door to receive thee. Then wilt thou ſee, with ſtrong” « 
immortal ſight, thy Jeſus, in all the beauties, glories, 
and perfections of his perſon and love, and adore him 


in all the endearing names, and ſweet relations that he 
ſtand in unto thee for ever: And will be ready in tran- 


ſport then to ſay, upon thy landing on the heavenly ſhore. . 


And is this heaven, and am 1 there? Is this 
the bleſſedneſs, the joy, the glory, I longed, prayed and 
_--- © waited 
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1 , my Has . 
N GY. Is this the h nly friend who hung ES" je 1 
e blood andanguiſh upon metres, 


E 2 himſelf for me, O glory, glory] for harezi 
80 285 glory, ſongs, praiſes, victories; palms and "nj 
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We mine, for ever mine O ama- 
0 rranſporting bliſs !. OO glory 1 gory. 

ne for ever! 46 
8 ie This is my heaven, and La malate : 

How ſhort the road, how Grift the fight; „ | 
£ Lam all life, all loye, all eur, — 3 
Jeſus is here, my ſoul's dekight. 
© And, .O ;amazing, infinite, pverwhel ning oy 
Ind i is this glorious eſus mine ? in. Whom All 
e eng and;all the 'horigurs: of m lth gl 

ne frombis throne ! In Whom: blazeth forththe 1 | 

$ of the DxIr v, and the eſſential 'glorigs! 

5 But what is this Jeſus mine? Whom 

|; heaven + .adores, whom ſaints and ſeraphs praiſe ? 
Whale preſence, glories, and petfections filleth all; 
een with joy. And as this Fi and adorable — 
ane N bw Wien: 3 my. bridegroom, 
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/» ©; Whom Faul pdt pots d,: whom Devid . 


. 17 8 Who died for them, who died for me. = 


— Or am 1. e with diſtant thoughts? No, no; 
1 ig my Idee him, I know bim well by the 
dear 3 . 15 memorials; of his death. Thi &: g 


Rh beloved, this asm friend; for he appears as Aa 
9p © that had 1 2 ſlain in the midſt of the:thronei _ 


= worthy 7 s whe lamb, for he hath loved: — 


aopÞs! ;: torrents f Joys: and canfluence-: of praiſe, 
vation to our G a tenteeder, We Ns n 
h lamb, 2 8 Wie, rs 40. ks 89 et * 34 wy *. 
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